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“LATNESS IN GOD 





OTHERS didn’t seem to be bothered, 
but Jerry was. His problem centered around the 
question, What is greatness? It bothered him all 
the more that the other Christian students on cam- 
pus couldn’t help him. 

It all started a week ago when the dean intro- 
duced the weekly chapel speaker. “One of the great 
men in our day,” he’d said, and then he went on to 
list the honors that had been bestowed on_ the 
speaker. Doctor of Philosophy, Doctor of Litera- 
ture, chairman of this committee, that committee, 
representative-at-large for a major denomination. 
And as Jerry listened, he said to himself, “So that’s 
what greatness is. I guess [ll never be a great man.” 

But then two days later Irv Peters, his best friend 
in the senior class (Jerry was a sophomore), said 
something that made him question this definition of 
greatness. Irv told him about a movie star who'd 
recently become a Christian. It seemed that shortly 
after her conversion this movie star paid a visit to 
a seminary and, in Irv’s words, “You should have 
seen the way the professors stumbled over one an- 
other to get a look at her.” 

“But why?” Jerry had asked. 

“Why? Because there’s a great woman in the 
world, and now she’s a Christian. Wouldn’t you 
have done the same?” 

Jerry thought for a while about this. Yes, he 
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was sure that he too would have gone out of his way 
to see this newly converted Hollywood star. But why 
had Irv called her great? Surely she wasn’t great 
in the same way that last week’s chapel speaker was. 

As a science major, Jerry was accustomed to 
using words in a clear-cut, objective way, and now 
he was faced with the task of determining for him- 
self just exactly what greatness was. Was it to be 
seen in the man with many degrees? In one sense, 
yes, but was that all there was to greatness? Per- 
haps it was to be found in the person whose name 
was on everyone’s lips, like a movie star or some 
other person of renown. 

But as he thought, he came to the conclusion that 
if either of these were greatness, how could he call 
Jesus a great man, for Jesus didn’t measure up to 
either of these standards. There must be something 
more to greatness. So Jerry turned to the Scriptures 
to learn what greatness was in the sight of God. 

It wouldn’t be overstatement to say that Jerry re- 
ceived an eye-opener, spiritually speaking. He cen- 
tered his study on four verses from Matthew’s Gos- 
pel: “But Jesus called them to him and said, “You 
know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over 
them, and their great men exercise authority over 
them. It shall not be so among you; but whoever 
would be great among you must be your servant, 
and whoever would be first among you must be your 
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slave; even as the Son of man came not to be served 
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many’ ” (Matthew 20:25-28). 

Jerry noticed first that this passage contained two 
definitions of greatness. One belongs to the Gentiles, 
by which Jerry understood those who are not chil- 
dren of God. Their definition of greatness lies in 
the phrase, “Their great men exercise authority over 
them.” This first definition, then, says that great- 
ness is in the man who has authority over other 
men. As Jerry considered the world situation today, 
he realized that this definition still prevails. The 
great man today is the man who has authority in 
some way or other. He may be authoritative as a 
national leader or a public speaker or the top man 
in his field, but in each case his greatness lies in the 
fact that he has authority over other men. 

The other definition of greatness is Christ’s defi- 
nition. “Whoever would be great among you must 
be your servant.” “Strange,” Jerry thought. “Christ’s 
definition of greatness is the opposite of the world’s 
definition. The world says, ‘You’re great if others 
serve you.’ But Jesus says, ‘You’re great if you'll 
serve others.’ Serve others. That’s where true great- 
ness lies.” And then Jerry began to realize why it 
was that for the most part the world of Christ’s day 
wasn’t willing to call Him a great man. By their 
standard He wasn’t a great man. He came to serve, 
not to be authoritative over others. 

Jerry’s thoughts went on: “If Christ’s definition 
is true, then there’s no intrinsic greatness in being 
at the top of the physics class. And it really doesn’t 
matter whether I serve as president or as librarian 
in Inter-Varsity next year. The important thing is 
that I serve others in whatever I do.” 

The next thing he noticed was Jesus’ implied 
commands that he, as a Christian, wasn’t to seek 
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greatness among his Christian friends as the world 
thinks of greatness. “It shall not be so among you.” 
These words brought this home to him. Jerry had 
been asked to consider being next year’s Iv presi- 
dent. This verse plainly told him that if he stepped 
into that office in order to have authority over the 
other Christians in the group, his motive was wrong, 
He would be seeking greatness as the world defines 
it, not as Jesus did. “But,” he reminded himself. 
“if I accept the presidency with the idea of serving 
the group, then I have a pure motive.” Jerry could 
think of several 1v members who were officers merely 
because they wanted to serve. “These are the great 
ones in God’s sight,” he thought. And he could also 
think of some who were officers in order to be able 
to tell others what to do. 

Another thing he noticed was that Jesus didn’t 
say it was wrong to want to be great, if only a man 
would seek the true greatness of serving others. 
Jerry knew he had an inner desire (though some. 
times not so inner, he admitted) for some kind of 
greatness, and as these thoughts came into his mind, 
he breathed a prayer of relief. “I want to be great, 
but I want the greatness that God calls great.” 

As he finished his Bible study, his last question, 
How to begin serving others, was answered. Jesus 
Christ was a perfect example of one who served 
others. He knew he was to begin serving others 
“even as the Son of man came, not to be served but 
to serve.” He now had his example, and four books 
that told of the life of this Man who was his ex- 
ample. “What more could I ask?” he thought to 
himself. 

Jerry had taken the entire morning to study these 
few verses, to think about them, and pray over them. 
It was a big chunk of time, especially when the 
physics mid-term was coming up the next afternoon, 
but he knew it was worth it. Quickly he shelved his 
Bible, pulled out his physics manual and notebook, 
and began cramming. 

A minute later the door flew open and the fellow 
across the hall looked in. “Jerry, got some free time 
right now? I have a problem, a big one. About my 
girl.” 

With a grateful heart Jerry closed his books. 
“Sure, Jim. Come on in.” END 
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death of a buddhist 


cornelius iida 


THE LIFE of a pagan knows no peace. There 
is no reconciliation with spirits or gods. And death 
awaits him, which at best shall obliterate all. 

I would like to present to you my past life as 
a Buddhist and a Shintoist. I would like you to see 
how different pagan religions are from Christian- 
ity. Then I would like to tell about my experience 
of contact with Christianity, and would like you 
to see how hard it is for a pagan to know the truth. 

My younger brother died when I was about six 
years old. Death of a young child was a very pain- 
ful experience for my young parents, though I un- 
derstood little of it then. My brother’s tiny body 
was now cold, but his lips were smiling. Beside 
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his bed my grandmother said that somebody should 
keep a constant watch of the body because an evil 
spirit might steal his soul. I offered to stay with 
him. Mother would not believe in such superstition. 
Young as she was, she carried herself forcefully 
through the death and funeral of her son, the first 
funeral ever to occur in our happy household. 
My father was a school teacher, the fifth son of 
a fisherman. He had no religious responsibility 
toward his ancestors because that belonged to the 
first-born son of the family. We were a new fam- 
ily, for there had been no death in our family. We 
were religiously indifferent as many such new fam- 
ilies are, and were happy and content in a new 
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house in a Tokyo suburb. I was the oldest son, 
ready to enter grade school. I had three younger 
brothers, one three years old and twin brothers still 
younger. It was one of the twins who now died. 
The severe epidemic of pneumonia continued. In 
my family, my three-year-old brother was the sec- 
ond victim, followed by the twin. Now, departed 
souls (hotoke) came to exist in my family. And 
the existence of hotoke meant that we must rely on 
Buddhism to worship them, because according to 
the common Buddhist belief unless we worship ho- 
toke, they will suffer in hell and we will be cursed 
by them in this life. 

So we bought an altar, a detailed model of the 
inside of a Buddhist temple, which measured two 
feet wide, two feet deep and three feet high. On its 
platform every morning my mother placed an offer- 
ing of a small bowl of rice, a glass of water and 
two little lighted candles. All of us in the family 
sat before it and worshiped the hotoke who were 
supposed to be comforted by our prayers as we 
repeated them: “Nam ami dabutsu .. .” My father 
would read the Buddhist’s canon which appeased 
the hotoke. 

On festivals we went to the temple where my 
brothers’ bones were buried. We got fire from the 
candle at the tomb and lighted our candles and 
brought them home in a lantern on the bus and 
train. Hotoke were then supposed to follow the fire 
from the cemetery (above which they had hovered 
since the festival started) to rest at the temple at 
home. We treated them with special offerings of 
fine dinners and sweets and gave them special at- 
tention. We worshiped them clothed in our best 
apparel. I often placed on the temple my hand- 
crafts or report cards from school, so that my 
brothers could see them and have a taste of the 
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life they missed. My mother often addressed them 
affectionately by name, and then burst into tears, 

Though for me there could hardly have been a 
sweeter home than that of my parents for whom 
I was then the only child, our family had been ir. 
reparably broken in two: the living ones and the 
dead. And according to common Buddhist belief, 
the two are related as cause and effect. If the liy. 
ing ones worship them, hotoke will be peaceful and 
happy and will bless the living. If they don’t, hotoke 
will fall into the torture of the fire again, and they 
will avenge the living for that. 

The grim shadow of death followed every one 
of us, and often caught up with us to throw us into 
terror. I now see that terror of death was the im. 
pelling motive of worshiping hotoke. Death was 
the theme of this religion. To be sure it was dif- 
ferent from a morbid fear of death, yet it was 
worse than that. It was a reasoned fear of death, 
Death was taken for granted. It was the basic fact 
of life. There was nothing unusual in death, or 
in misfortune and calamity. The great purpose of 
Buddhism as it is practiced among the common 
people of Japan is to insure the happiness of the 
dead, and to enable the living to face death with 
a calm attitude. (Perhaps this will sound shallow 
to students of ethnic religions or sociology. Yet I 
mean it to be shallow. I am giving an account of 
traditional Buddhist beliefs on the level of the com. 
mon people.) 

Before Buddhism took too deep a hold on my 
mind, I was in grade school. A Japanese grade 
school just before the end of World War II was 
a superb training ground for Shintoism, (which 
with Buddhism is one of Japan’s two major reli- 
gions). 

Every morning all the pupils were gathered to- 
gether in the school yard to listen to the principal 
address us on morals, current topics and the his- 
tory of the Japanese nation as the descendants of 
gods. Japan was the nation superior to all other 
nations. She was the nation especially beloved of 
the gods, and her emperor was the direct descendant 
of a goddess of the sun. Japan had never been sub- 
ject to a foreign power because the goddess pro- 
tected her. And Japan now was responsible before 


the gods to protect the eastern Asiatic races from 
further colonization, and to save all the Asiatics 
by the power of the goddess, to bring them under 
her divine benevolence. 

These doctrines were also taught in the class 
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rooms. Shushin (ethics) was a subject taught all 
through the grade school, an hour a week. True, 
in this course we learned much about heroes of the 
world, mighty emperors, valiant knights, great men 
of virtue, and social reformers. We learned about 
George Washington and the cherry tree, and were 
admonished to follow his steps of sincerity in life. 
We learned also about Abraham Lincoln and his 
noble achievements. 

But the core of ethics was something deeper. It 
was the Shinto belief in the divinity of the emper- 
or, the eternity of the soul which dies for the cause 
of the nation, and the loftiness of the ideal of the 
Eastern Asiatic Co-Prosperity Sphere. In short, I 
was trained to be a stern believer in a divine em- 
peror, a thorough-going nationalist, and an idealist 
who would stake his life for the sake of the country. 

Also, a Shinto shrine model had been introduced 
at home and it rested above our heads in the room 
where the model temple sat. We worshiped in front 
of both. On Shinto festival days I took my brother 
(born after the death of my other brothers) to a 
nearby shrine and spent many hours watching 
Shinto dances, the souvenir shops, or the sacred 
fish in the pond. We felt fortunate to have a liv- 
ing god as our ruler. National prosperity was in- 
creasing. Ideals seemed quite possible. We had 
hope for the future. We were confident that the 
gods promised us a brilliant future. 

I probably need not describe to you how this 
false optimism was built up by the deceitful prop- 
aganda of the militarists until we plunged ourselves 
and the greater part of the world into World War 
II. Neither is it necessary to tell you how, as a 
whole, we steadfastly endured the hardships of car- 
rying out this allegedly holy war. 

To me as a fourteen-year-old boy the war came 
to an abrupt, unexpected end. I could see that we 
were on the verge of losing the war. But I couldn’t 
understand why it had to end in our complete de- 
feat. After all, it was a holy war to deliver the 
oppressed and establish the millennium, so to speak, 
of the sun goddess. What had happened to the god- 
dess, and to the many thousands of war gods, and 
our military forces, all allegedly under the protec- 
tion of those mighty gods? Yet the reality was 
clear to me. For it was the voice of a living god 
(the emperor) that I heard over the radio declar- 
ing our defeat in the war. 

The following years were very miserable, and 
I have no heart nor pen to describe them. Scarcity 
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of material things on the one hand and an unheard- 
of spiritual and moral decay on the other. Worst 
of all, a great vacuum was in our hearts. We didn’t 
know in what to believe nor for what to hope. Only 
if some thread of hope existed could man live in 
humiliation with scarcity of goods. 

But everything looked dark and confused to me. 
The value of things I held dear vanished away. No 
nation to live for, no emperor to die for, no gods 
to worship. They all proved to be illusions. To be 
sure we had our normal family life with a measure 
of comfort. But festivals ceased, and even hotoke 
seemed for a while ashamed to return to such a 
homeland as they used to, following our lighted 
candles, The error of these false religions proved 
fatal to many of their believers at the end of the 
war. 

In the midst of such a miserable life I heard my 
first Christian message. It was about a year after 
the end of the war, one Wednesday evening. I was 
taking a walk near my home. I came to an old bar- 
racks which a farmer was using for some purpose. 
I heard singing. 

Since I am fond of music I went to see who was 
singing. I found there a dozen people singing what 
they called hymns. The people invited me to come 
in. Since some friends of mine were there, I did 
go in. Soon I was listening to a holiness preacher. 
He talked about the righteousness of God and that 
of man. He stressed that all our righteousnesses 
are as filthy rags compared to God’s. He pointed 
out to us the necessity of obtaining righteousness 
to escape God’s judgment, and the impossibility of 
doing so by ourselves because we are sinners. 

That was about all I could get, but that was im- 
pressive because it was different from anything I 
had heard before. Before I had not heard about 
the gods being righteous. Some were benevolent, 
others mean. But if a god was righteous, we too 
could be righteous by simply imitating this god’s 
behavior. If the god was angry, I had learned, 
we could go to the shrine and worship. Priests 
could appease the god. After all, religion was for 
that purpose, and shrines and temples didn’t just 
stand there as ornaments. And it was ridiculous 
to talk about ourselves being incapable of improv- 
ing our righteousness. Religion was for making us 
more acceptable before the gods, and for that we 
ourselves must be better every day. 

Curiosity drove me back to this simple old bar- 

(Continued on page 25, column 1) 








Philip Ney 


Love that is practical 


HAS IT EVER struck you as contradic- 
tory that in North America we make huge waste 
piles of wheat on the open prairie, burn used clothes 
and spend thousands yearly on recreation, while 
over half the people of the world are on borderline 
starvation, wear clothing too old for rags and work 
from sunup to sundown to stay alive? 

Possibly it has occurred to you, but hasn’t 
changed your way of living. Perhaps you give an 
extra dollar to some urgent appeal for relief, but 
still change your car yearly. You may even have 
been moved to tears when you heard some mission- 
ary describe how people die of starvation, but still 
find your obesity a greater concern. A man’s think- 
ing along such lines seldom changes apart from the 
impact of the Spirit of God, or apart from a threat 
to himself and his environment. 

Yet we must take heed to what Paul writes on 
this subject. “I write not these things to shame you, 
but as my beloved sons I warn you” (I Corinthians 
4:14). Other countries notice this vast discrepancy 
in material goods and despise our Christianity as 
hypocritical. Many consider our land a fat juicy 
prize to conquer. 

Three essential problems emerge: 

First, is this God-given abundance of good things 
ours by right? Perhaps we say (or think) this: 
God has placed us in this particular society at this 
point in history and made available to us material 
wealth for our own good pleasure. Therefore we 
have the right to indulge the bounty of our land to 
the fullest, and to defend our economic status with 
war if necessary. But if we admit that God has 
given us these riches with which to love our neigh- 
bors as ourselves, then our present enjoyment of 
food and cars is hypocritical. For it is surely true 
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that India, for example, is our neighbor country and 
the African our neighbor man, since a neighbor is 
any man of whose need we are aware. 

Second, are all men equal? There are of course 
honest men (such as Dr. Verwoerd of South Africa) 
who are willing to admit their conviction that whites 
are much superior, and therefore they live accord- 
ingly. However most Christians affirm that Christ 
made all men equal. Yet few of us make an honest 
attempt to see that people everywhere have equal 
opportunity to be free of physical and mental dis- 
ease, or even to hear the good news of God’s salva- 
tion. More of us show greater concern about a 
slightly worn suit than for people who can’t sleep 
because they haven’t enough to protect them from 
cold. This is true even in our country. 

If all men are equal, how can we justify spend- 
ing ten dollars on a banquet when with eight dollars 
we might provide a coat for one of the thousands 
of immigrants in Hong Kong? “For who maketh 
thee to differ from another? and what hast thou 
that thou didst not receive?” (I Corinthians 4:7). 

Third, does Christ’s command to love our neigh- 
bor mean to love only our neighbor’s soul? On the 
contrary, I believe that from Christ’s illustration of 
the Good Samaritan and by His ministry in meeting 
physical and mental needs, He is commanding us to 
attend to more than the soul. How can a man’s soul 
be won to eternal life if his body dies? Do you 
just love your soul? Don’t you feed your body and 
cultivate your mind? We must love our neighbor 
in the same way. 

We Christians must admit that we aren’t our own, 
but are bought with a price, and consequently that 
the wealth of things God has given us constitutes no 
right to gluttony. An Egyptian friend of mine said, 
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“When men’s bellies ache for food they have no time 
to consider religion, but strive only to live.” Yet I 
saw more than one new Cadillac driven by a doctor 
to an international convention on medical missions 
—a convention that presented accounts of people 
dying of malnutrition, and diseases that could be 
readily treated, if drugs and medicine care were 
available. Couldn’t the difference in price between 
a Cadillac and Chevrolet save human lives? 

How far should we go? you may ask. Follow 
Christ. “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that though he was rich yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that by his poverty you might 
become rich” (I Corinthians 8:9). Paul was His 
disciple, a fool for Christ’s sake. “Even unto this 
present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are 
naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwell- 
ing place; and labor, working with our own hands: 
being reviled we bless” (I Corinthians 4:11). 

Isn’t something the matter with our Christianity 
if we say that Christ is most important in our life 
but spend more money on food for our dog than we 
contribute to any overseas relief organization? 
Could we be hypocrites? For a hypocrite is one 
whose actions are inconsistent with his affirmations. 

We must remember Ananias and Sapphira who 
lied to man and to the Holy Spirit, and recognize 
that this is what we do when we give a little of our 
money away and then talk about sacrifice while we 
save more of our money for an expensive new boat. 
It is sad when the size of our house isn’t limited by 
what we need to eat, sleep, and read in, but by 
“what we can afford”; the district in which we live 
determined not by where a witness is needed but by 
our income bracket. “For the Kingdom of God is 
not in word but in power”—the power of practical 
love. 

What shall we do? Well, have you ever con- 
sidered the impact on a community of a successful 
Christian businessman who drives a °58 Volks- 
wagen instead of a 61 Buick, giving the difference 
in cost toward drugs and equipment needed by a 


missionary doctor in Peru? Or consider the joy 
of a struggling Christian university student from 
Nigeria (and what he would report at home) when 
he found a well-paid tradesman who lived in a 
relatively lower socio-economic housing area_ in. 
stead of a “nice neighborhood” where taxes alone 
would pay for a year’s tuition. Imagine the pleas. 
ant shock of the Indian ambassador and his coun. 
try if our nation volunteered to ship a_ million 
bushels of wheat free, because a Christian group 
had persuaded the government to do this, even if 
it might tend to lower our standard of living. 

When Christians awaken to the meaning of lov. 
ing their neighbors as themselves and voluntarily 
become fools (in the eyes of the world) for Christ’s 
sake, eating only enough to keep them in good 
health, possessing only adequate clothing, spending 
as much time using their money to further the gos- 
pel as they do trying to keep up to the world’s mad 
pace of having fun—then the world would know 
by this that we are His disciples because we love 
one another. 

At present we’re much more willing to spend bil- 
lions on defense than to send relief food packages 
to the little mission station that was hit by a flood. 
We’re more afraid that in living below our means 
we'll be less respected and “damage our witness,” 
than we are that Christ will be scorned because 
those who profess to serve Him don’t live by the 
law He taught. 

No, I’m not a hungry, bitter student turned com- 
munist, but the well-fed, properly educated, nicely 
situated product of an upper middle-class, Chris- 
tian upbringing. Those who say no discrepancy in 
meeting basic human needs exists, or who say we're 
doing well to help the “less privileged,” are as much 
a hypocrite as I am. Let’s remember that Paul was 
writing to Christians who were in much the same 
position as ours when he wrote: “Being defamed, 
we entreat: we are made as the filth of the world, 
and are the off-scouring of all things unto this day 
. . . Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of 
me” (I Corinthians 4:13, 16). 

Ours is not the gospel of humanitarianism but 
of Christ’s wonderful love. We are commanded to 
do good to all men. Thus by living out His order 
to love others as we love ourselves and to preach 
repentance, men will see our good works and glor- 
ify our Father who is in heaven. They will marvel 
at His love for them and come to know Him through 
trust in our Savior Jesus Christ. END 
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THE Lorp’s 


—— 


the Professor of Biblical Theology 
at Fuller Seminary calls attention to two essential 


(but often neglected) aspects of Christ’s return 


HE RETURN of Christ is basic to His redeeming 
. oa Apart from the return of Christ, salva- 
tion remains incomplete. Apart from His return, 
there is no final victory over sin. Without His re- 
turn, death will never be destroyed. If Christ does 
not come again, evil has the last word. Only at the 
return of Christ shall we know all that our redemp- 
tion means. 

Someone will object. Doesn’t this minimize the 
significance of Christ’s death and resurrection? Isn’t 
salvation a present blessing? Don’t I know the for- 
giveness of sins now? Haven't I already been justi- 
fied by faith? Don’t I now enjoy eternal life? How 
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then can it be said that we don’t know the fulness 
of salvation apart from Christ’s second coming? 
Doesn’t this reduce the gospel to a life insurance 
policy that will save us from a future day of trouble, 
rather than emphasize its relevance to our present 
life? Aren’t the cross and resurrection the center of 
Christ’s redeeming work, not His second coming? 

The answer to such thinking is that Christ’s re- 
deeming work does not have a center; it has two 
foci. It isn’t a single act; it is a complex event con- 
sisting of two acts: incarnation and second coming. 
Yet these are not separate and unrelated. The single 
redemptive work of Christ is accomplished in a two- 
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fold act, neither part of which can stand alone. 
We may illustrate the role of Christ’s return in 
His redemptive work by considering one of the New 
Testament words used to describe it. This word is 
“revelation.” We are awaiting the revelation of our 
Lord Jesus Christ (I Corinthians 1:7). Christians 
who now suffer the evils of a fallen order will ex- 
perience rest at the revelation of the Lord Jesus 
from heaven (II Thessalonians 1:7). Present suffer- 
ings serve to validate the genuineness of Christian 
faith which will issue in praise and glory and honor 
at the revelation of Jesus Christ (I Peter 1:7). The 
great blessing (grace) to be bestowed at the revela- 
tion of Jesus Christ is the hope of the church (I 
Peter 1:13). His return will mean the revelation of 
His glory (I Peter 4:13). 

The same Greek word, apokalypsis, appears in all 
of these five verses, although this fact is obscured 
in some English translations. It means “unveiling,” 
“disclosure,” “revelation.” An unveiling doesn’t 
suggest the creation of something new, but the dis- 
closure of what already exists. 

The return of Christ means nothing less than the 
revelation of His present Lordship. It means the 
exercise of the authority that is already His. It 
means the extension of a victory which He has al- 
ready won. 

Christ is already the victorious Lord. Acknowl- 
edgement of the Lordship of Christ was the heart of 
the New Testament confession of faith. We fre- 
quently overlook the importance of this fact by em- 
phasizing the need to confess Christ as Savior. Yet, 
the Saviorhood of Christ isn’t the central confession 
of the New Testament; it is His Lordship. Salvation 
is obtained by confessing that Jesus is Lord (Ro- 
mans 10:9), not Savior. To receive Jesus Christ 
means to receive Him as Lord (Colossians 2:6). 
The gospel is the proclamation of Jesus Christ as 
Lord (II Corinthians 4:5).- This Christian confes- 


sion means far more than accepting Christ as Savior, 


‘although it includes this. It also means more than 


complete personal commitment to Christ, although 
it also includes this. Confession of Christ as Lord 
means not only that Christ is my Lord, but that first 
of all He is the Lord. In the ancient world many 
alleged deities were worshiped both as god and as 
lord. But for the believer, there is one God, and 
there is one Lord, Jesus Christ (I Corinthians 
8:5, 6). 

The resurrection and ascension of Jesus meant His 
exaltation over every other power and authority in 





the universe. Jesus, who had been crucified, was 
raised from the dead and made to sit at God’s right 
hand until all His enemies are subdued beneath His 
feet. Therefore he is now the Lord (Acts 2:34.36), 

“Lord” is an unqualified title. It means com. 
plete, absolute authority. The opposite to lord is 
slave. In the Roman world a slave was a piece of 
property. He had no rights of his own. He be. 
longed to his lord who could dispose of him as he 
desired. A lord had absolute authority over his 
domain. As Lord, Jesus has assumed complete au- 
thority over the universe. 

The exaltation of Christ isn’t a promise that He 
will become the Lord; He is now the Lord, en- 
throned at God’s right hand. Philippians 2:5-10 
sets forth the redemptive work of Christ in two acts: 
humiliation and exaltation. The preexistent Son of 
God emptied Himself by becoming a man. He hum. 
bled Himself by becoming obedient to the death on 
a cross. However the cross wasn’t an end in itself. 
God has exalted Him. God has seated Him at His 
own right hand. God has bestowed upon Him the 
name which is above every name. This name isn’t 
“Jesus” as the text might suggest, for this was His 
name in the days of His flesh. “Jesus” means savior. 
“You shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). The name 
above every name is Lord Jesus; Jesus as Lord. His 
exaltation means that every knee shall bow and 
every tongue confess “that Jesus Christ is Lord” 
(Philippians 2:10, 11). 

Jesus is now the Lord. He is now enthroned (Rev- 
elation 3:21), seated at the right hand of God (He- 
brews 1:3). Satan isn’t the Lord of the world; Jesus 
is Lord. Evil will not have the last word; Jesus is 
Lord. Death cannot reign forever; Jesus is Lord. 
Human history doesn’t rest in the hands of sinful 
men; Jesus is Lord. 

Our thinkers today are trying to find some vestige 
of rhyme and reason in human history. Where are 
we going? Men used to believe in inevitable prog- 
ress. The evolutionary idea was applied to human 
history, and we were assured that the law of gradual, 
inevitable progress and betterment was written in- 
delibly upon men’s hearts. This roseate dream went 
up in the smoke of the Dachau and Buchenwald 
ovens. Others have told us that we move in cycles 
with ups and downs but that the general movement 
of the cycles is upward. Yet many students of recent 
history feel that the only discernible cycles are like 
those made by a squirrel in his circular cage. The 
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drum spins, but the squirrel goes nowhere. 

This may be all that human observation can say. 
But the Christian is confident that the issues of his- 
tory don’t rest in the hands of men or in a blind 
fate, but in the hands of the Risen, Ascended Lord. 
Victory over evil, tragedy and meaninglessness is 
not merely a promise for the future. It is a pres- 
ent fact. 

This confidence motivated the early Christians. 
They proclaimed the cross and resurrection, together 
with the promise of Christ’s return, and they also 
proclaimed His present Lordship. Read the early 
speeches in Acts. Christ had already won a victory. 
He already reigned in the heavens. And the second 
coming of Christ would mean nothing else but the 
revelation of His Lordship to the world. 

His return is necessary because His present Lord- 
ship is a veiled fact, unseen by the world and unrec- 
ognized by all except His church. Only the Christian 
can confess that Jesus is the Lord, that He has been 
exalted over every enemy. The return of Christ will 
mean that His Lordship, now recognized only by 
men of faith, will be disclosed to the world. This 
may be illustrated at two points—abolition of death, 
and conquest of evil. 


DEATH AND CHRIST'S LORDSHIP 


God’s redemptive purpose for His people includes 
the abolition of death. The promise comes through 
the prophet Isaiah: “He will swallow up death for 
ever, and the Lord God will wipe away tears from 


all faces” (Isaiah 25:8). The Bible doesn’t view 
death as an intrinsic, necessary fact of nature. Death 
is an intrusion into human experience. The fulness 
of God’s blessings includes full enjoyment of life. 
In our fallen condition, death reigns in both the 
spiritual and physical aspects of our being. We are 
dead spiritually; that is, we are cut off from enjoy- 
ing fellowship with God. This rupture in the fellow- 
ship between man and God carries with it the corol- 
lary of physical death. Men are dead in trespasses 
and sins (Ephesians 2:1), and men are dying in 
weak and perishable bodies. The final destiny of 
the unsaved is exclusion from all that life and fel- 
lowship with God involves. These are the most ter- 
_ tible words in the Bible: “I never knew you; depart 
from me, you evildoers” (Matthew 7:23). This is 
the ultimate death: banishment from life and bless- 
ings and fellowship wtih God. 

One of the greatest objectives of God’s redemp- 
tive working in Christ is the abolition of death. “The 
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last enemy to be destroyed is death” (I Corinthians 
15:26). Death is an enemy. To be sure, there are 
times when death seems to be a friend. When a man 
has lived a long life, and the burden of years brings 
the frailty of old age, it seems natural and, in a 
way, beautiful when he lies down to rest in death. 
On other occasions, death seems to be a beneficent 
release. When a man becomes ill with an incurable 
disease and his body is wracked with suffering, 
death comes as a release. 

However we must remember that weakness, pain 
and disease are all bound up with death. They are 
the encroachment of death into life. Death is an 
enemy; and we long for life, for release from suf- 
fering, decay and dying. 

The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ repre- 
sent a great victory over death. Christ died to put 
an end to death. He rose from the dead to bring us 
the gift of life. Christ has already “abolished death 
and brought life and immortality to light through 
the gospel” (II Timothy 1:10). This is no promise 
for the future; this is the assurance of the past. 
Christ by His death and resurrection has already 
conquered death. He now offers the gifts of life 
and immortality to a dying race. 

This is why the Bible speaks of eternal life in the 
present tense. “He who believes in the Son has 
eternal life” (John 3:36), not merely in the future, 
but here and now. He came that we might have life 
and have it abundantly (John 10:10). The gospel is 
far more than an insurance policy for the future. 
Jesus Christ lives as Lord of life and conqueror of 
death, and I may know the power of His resurrec- 
tion life in my own experience. 

Yet Christ’s victory over death and my experience 
of eternal life are realities not seen by the world. 
The believer no less than the unbeliever dies. A 
physician will find no difference between the de- 
structive inroads of disease in the body of a Chris- 
tian and the body of a non-Christian. From the con- 
dition of two lifeless bodies the mortician has no 
idea which of them was a believer and which was 
not. Neither body bears any trace of Christ’s resur- 
rection life. Both are dead. In the eyes of the world 
there is no difference between the funeral of a 
Christian and a non-Christian. 

Yet what a difference there is: the difference 
between hope and despair, between au revoir and 
goodbye, between life and death, between victory 
and defeat. And the difference is not only that the 

(Continued on page 27, column 1) 
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The young evangelist here has had to be 
disciplined for taking a second wife. 


Pray much for Blank. He professed to 
accept the Lord last year, but no longer 
comes to the meetings. 


It was a deep disappointment when our 
only Christian returned to the things of 
Islam. 


So-and-So and his brother have gone 
back to their pagan sacrifices. We wonder 
if they ever really believed. 







Even the students who had been going 
out on the gospel teams joined in the recent 
‘rebellion.’ 


We are grieved over the lack of convic- 
tion and true repentance in the ‘conver- 
sions’ these days. 


One of our young men has written that 
he is giving up Christianity to marry a 
Moslem girl. 


QUOTATIONS such as these from pres- 
ent-day missionary letters could be multiplied. Of 
course we know that there will always be discourage- 
ments in Christian work. Not all who cry “Lord, 
Lord” truly believe, nor does all “good seed” take 
root in “good ground.” But when we have made all 
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possible allowances for these things, an uneasy feel- 
ing remains that all is not well on the mission field 
today. 

I believe that we must first take a steady, un- 
flinching look at ourselves, at our environment and 
our training in these past decades. When we do, it 
is soon evident that we belong to a generation of 
Christians in which formulas have taken the place 
of foundations. Almost every aspect of the Christian 
life (from conversion to service, from surrender to 
sanctification) has been reduced to a mechanical 
process. “Four Steps to Be Taken,” “Five Things 
You Must Do,” “The Seven Steps to Sanctification” 
—as if Christianity were a kind of spiritual slot- 
machine, automatically operated by specified action 
at the whim and will of man. All sorts of booklets 
and tracts exist to tell you the “How to. . .” of our 
faith: ‘“‘How to Become a Christian,” How to Win 
Souls,” How to Grow in Grace,” How to Get Re- 
vival.” Formula upon formula, almost without end. 
One group even offers its own special “sequence” of 
blessing. 

Fortified, too, by the comfortable doctrine that we 
need “only believe,” it hasn’t been hard to persuade 
ourselves that we actually do have all the answers, 
that our little formula is the sum total of Christian- 
ity, and that, of course, it really works. Honest 
doubts arising from sad experience must be 
quenched. Those gnawing fears that disturb our 
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souls must be suppressed. The least suspicion of in- 
sufficiency must be denied. The formulas have be- 
come so firmly entrenched in our minds that we 
cling at all cost to the little systems we’ve been 
taught, desperately assuring ourselves that they epit- 
omize all truth, for “To doubt would be disloyalty, 
to falter would be sin.” 

We have the know-how for every situation, the 
technique for every occasion, the approach for each 
new case. We see no mystery in the unfathomed 
depths of the soul, but “rush in where angels fear to 
tread.”” What incalculable damage we have done. 

Isn’t it time we abandon our ready-made answers, 
our soulless solutions, our neat little formulas, and 
hear again our Lord’s words, “The wind bloweth 
where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, 
but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it 
goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit” 
(John 3:8). Here is divine mystery—no reasoned, 
stereotyped process of the human mind, but the 
mighty action of the Spirit of God, the moving of 
the irresistible wind of heaven upon men’s souls. 

I believe that we have followed formulas instead 
of laying foundations. It’s so much easier, of course. 
Foundations involve digging deep, with toil and 
sweat and determination, with dauntless spirit and 
steady hand. 

John Bunyan knew about the laying of founda- 
tions, that inward work which we seem to regard as 





































































































































































































































































needless—since all is ours if “claimed” by “simple 
faith.” 


I saw a man... with a book in his hand, and a 


great burden on his back . . . and as he read, he 
wept and trembled, and brake out with a lamen- 
table cry, saying, “What shall I do?” . . . and be- 
cause of the burden that was on his back, he be- 
gan to sink in the mire . . . his laborious going, 
his sighs and his groans . . . Then he stood trem- 
bling ... and fell down . . . as dead, crying, “Woe 


is me, for I am undone!” . . . and he looked for 
nothing but death, and began to cry out lamenta- 
bly ... for as yet he had not got rid of his bur- 
den, nor could he by any means get it off without 
help. And it was told him, “As to thy burden, be 
content to bear it until thou comest to the place of 
deliverance; for there it will fall from thy back 
of itself . . . Take heed that thou turn not aside 
again, lest thou perish from the way, when his 
wrath is kindled but a little.” 


How different this is from modern evangelism. 
“Faith, now, means no more than passive moral ac- 
quiescence in the Word of God and the Cross of 
Jesus. To exercise it, we have only to rest on one 
knee and nod our heads in agreement with the in- 
structions of a personal worker intent on saving our 
soul. Such a faith as this does not perturb . . .” 
(A. W. Tozer). 

Sorrow for sin; the pains of hell; fears of missing 
the way, of mortal combat with Apollyon, of being 
overwhelmed in the dark valley, of being shut out at 
the last: these are the materials of which firm foun- 
dations are made. But today we have no time for 
such “hard going.” We laugh at the “lack of faith” 
which could even conceive of such things having any 





A. W. TOZER 


Many missionaries have taken a decadent, de- 
generate brand of Christianity and transplanted 
it on foreign soil, believing that they were doing 
God service. If they were brought up on cheap 
religious fiction at home, they write cheap reli- 
gious fiction for the literate nationals. If they 
have sung bouncy choruses here, they sing bouncy 
choruses over there. Instead of having pure 
Christianity, God dwelling in the human breast, 
we have the unlovely monstrosity of a western 
Christianity transplanted . . . The saddest part 
is that most people . . . see the ugly thing that 
passes for evangelical Christianity today and 
think that that’s all there is. 





part in a Christian life. Our experience knows no 
“Arabia” (Galatians 1:17), nor any patient tarry. 
ing in the “backside of the desert” (Exodus 3:1; 
Acts 7:30). Such things represent defeat. 

Or do they? Our fathers didn’t think so. The 
Reformers held no such doctrine. Perhaps Bunyan 
was right. Perhaps we aren’t sailing happily along 
to heaven, singing choruses en route. Perhaps we 
must accept these rugged words at face value: 
“Strive to enter in at the strait gate ... for few 
there be that find it.” “Not everyone that saith unto 
me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter into the kingdom.” “If 
any man will come after me, let him take up his 
cross and follow me.” 

We have gone (doubtless in all sincerity) to the 
mission field, dispensing our formulas, prescribing 
our special “sequence,” preaching our “way of vic- 
tory,” and we wonder why character has so rarely 
been produced. Armed with our tabloid theories of 
“How to...” we have failed to tell our listeners 
(and forgotten ourselves) that salvation is for none 
but the sin-sick soul, that only the penitent can hope 
to receive mercy and by God’s grace alone, that a 
“decision” is no sure evidence of the Spirit’s work, 
that “accepting Christ” may be poles apart from 
being “accepted in the Beloved” (Ephesians 1:6). 

Our “converts” accept Christ; we kneel together 
in prayer; we urge them at once to “Go and tell”; 
we form them into gospel teams; we give them 
means of transportation to tour the countryside; we 
arm them with formulas. They stand above the other 
nationals, and they come back reporting success 


from every tour. The formulas have worked. The 
steps have been taken. We flash the news home. 
But where is the disturbing work of the Holy 


Spirit? Where are the foundations for Christian 
life? Where are the materials for Christian char- 


acter? The formula may appear to have worked, 


but for how long? Soon, our letters home—if they 


tell the true story—will be filled with the cries which 
indict us. 


But perhaps at last we are beginning to see the 
reason why. The Scriptures with one voice testify 
that God has no formulas for reaching men. His 
sovereign, saving touch upon separate human lives 
is a warm, living, vital thing. It pierces the depths 
of our being and makes us His forever. Salvation 
is ours not by a decision made, but bv His life im- 
parted. And our faith stands, and the faith of our 
converts, not “in the wisdom of men but in the 
power of God” (I Corinthians 2:5). END 
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LAST NIGHT I sat out on the front 

rch at sunset and watched a pink-blue sky fade to 

mother-of-pearl. Somehow there seemed to be a 

hushed stillness over the town. Quietness and seren- 

ity hovered over each rock and tree. Even the white 

leke-leke birds made no sound as they flew to their 
nesting place under the hill. 

This was the time set apart each week for fasting 
and prayer, and in its quietness I knew the Lord 
had something special to say. 

You may wonder how a missionary’s life has time 
for quiet and serenity. Well, it isn’t so much that 
we have time as that we take time—lest we march 
into battle without weapons, or run as Ahimaaz with 





no message. 

On the mission field I’ve seen my need to have 
deeper resources than what my own personality can 
provide. I must be “clothed with God” as Gideon 
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was for his hour of victory. The experiences I’ve 
had of being made aware of the inadequacy of my 
own personality and ability are anything but happy 
memories. Too many times the Eileen of which I’m 
not particularly proud has showed through, and 
somehow Africans haven’t yet learned our “diplo- 
matic” way of ignoring such defects. 

So as I sat in the quietness meditating on these 
things, a deep sense of need swept over me. It 
wasn’t enough to be “talented” and “trained” and 
“tactful.” I need to be clothed with God. 

You see, each day for forty weeks out of the year 
I must stand before forty-eight young men in our 
Teacher Training College. My job isn’t merely to 
teach them to write good sentences, or to point out 
the climatic differences between Nigeria and Peru, 
or to insist that new songs be taught to school chil- 
dren by the rote method. These things are good 
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and necessary, but it’s possible to teach all this and 
still fail in my calling. Here are lives to mold, and 
character to help build. 

The things I must make unforgettable in the 
minds of my students aren’t the things I can write 
on the blackboard, or review at the end of the year. 
I can never say, “This morning I taught them to 
love righteousness and to hate iniquity.” Or, “We 
mastered honesty today.” Somehow these things (or 
their opposites) are taught at times and in ways of 
which we are unconscious. I don’t even know what 
I should be teaching, for no list can be made up for 
a teacher to follow. And yet I know that I shall be 
accountable for my share in the quality of Christian 
character that leaves our college in the lives of 
Nigerian teachers. How impossible it all seems. I 
must teach, I know not what; at times, I know not 
when; by ways I know not how—and who is sufh- 
cient for these things? I don’t know how to do this, 
but God knows. And so He tells me that the one 
thing necessary is for me to be clothed with God. 

On Sunday mornings I go to the villages to visit 
our mission’s churches and the other Christians in 
the area. I enjoy this greatly, but I’ve discovered 
that it’s possible to bike the fifteen miles or so to 
the villages, and be prepared in every way but in 
my heart. The water bottle needs to be filled, the 
lunch prepared, the books packed, the tires pumped 
up. I must take my helmet, sun glasses and Noxema. 
And so the time flies by, and I find myself on the 
road with a full load and an empty heart. I’ve for- 
gotten to pray much about the trip during the week, 


SUMMER COUNSELING 


CounseLors are needed for the ivcF Pioneer 
Camps in Canada, where over 3,000 boys and 
girls (from 7 to 17) spend a portion of their sum- 
mer vacation. Pioneer Camps are first-class recre- 
ational camps with excellent facilities. They pre- 
sent an opportunity to lead young lives into a 
vital, lasting relationship with Jesus Christ. Young 
men and women who have experienced Christ in 
their lives, who have an earnest desire to serve 
Him (as well as a love for the out-of-doors and 
for children), will find Pioneer Camps a unique 
opportunity. Financial returns are small, covering 
only travel. 


Most Pioneer Camps operate all summer, but 
counselors can serve for short or long periods of 
time. For information write to Pioneer Camps of 
Canada, 30 St. Mary Street, Toronto 5, Ontario. 


and often this neglect is seen in the services. Babies 
cry, the children wiggle, the grownups sleep. These 
are the times I have gone clothed only with myself, 
and I find what a poor showing I make. The ground 
that the seed falls into is poor ground, for it has not 
been prepared by prayer. 

This past Sunday, however, I learned that my 
preparation must not be all spiritual either. I was 
sixteen miles out in the bush when my motorbike 
ran out of gas, so I had to push it the rest of the 
way to our church in the next village. I hoped that 
a lorry might come along to sell me some petrol, 
but even if it did, I still had a problem—no money 
to pay for it. Further, I had no food or water, not 
even the usual orange which I generally stick in. 
But the Lord took care of me even in my folly, 
African friends in the village paid for the petrol, 
and later for my fare back to Igbetti when my bike 
still refused to work. Maybe friends at home were 
praying especially for me that day. 

In addition to my school work and trips to the 
villages, I’m also writing biographies of African 
leaders, and stories and articles for publication. 
There are manuscripts to revise for translation and 
a syllabus of doctrine to prepare for our day school 
children. Once each quarter I edit a little news. 
paper for our students. I thoroughly enjoy doing 
these things, but they take hours of work. 

Perhaps it’s when I pick up my pen to write that 
I’m most conscious of my need to be “clothed with 
God.” I don’t want my efforts to be meaningless and 
dead. Somehow I feel that for a Christian writer it 
isn’t enough to write so that people will enjoy; one 
must write so that they will feel and do. God must 
shine through the words, or hearts won’t be drawn 
to Him. But how to do that—this is my problem. 
Recently I’ve also been writing stories for a Chris- 
tian magazine here in Nigeria, and at times [| sit at 
my desk awed at the privilege of presenting Christ 
in His wonderful attractiveness to thousands of peo- 
ple. I’m awed at the privilege, but I also tremble 
at the responsibility. Surely He must guide my pen. 
His thoughts must flow through me. He must give 
me the words, or the message is dead. 

And so as I sat on the porch in the stillness, and 
later as I knelt by my bed in prayer, I was forced 
to confess my great inadequacy for these things. 
But Jesus never meant us to be adequate. He wants 
us to lean on Him. And He has shown us where 
our great strength lies. “Tarry in the city until you 
are clothed with power from on high.” END 
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TREN. D of thought 


Up-To-Date Evangelism The history of evangelism reveals that the Church 
nas taken differing postures in fulfilling its evangelistic commission, For 
the primitive Christian communities evangelism took the form of a struggle 
with other religions....With the spread of Christianity over the empire--the 
establishing of Christendom-the problem shifted....In this case evangelism 
becomes revivalism--a recalling and reawakening of the Christian community 
to its essential nature.... 

Both of these above conceptions of the evangelistic task of the Church 
are still valid....What then is the uniquely modern element that must have 
place in all our thinking about evangelism? There is a new mode of self- 
understanding and a new orientation to life that has radically altered the 
evangelistic situation today. This is the advent of truly secular man.... 
The core problem for modern evangelism is the problem of the man who is not 
even questioning, He is the man devoid of the motivation to seek answers or 
alternatives from within the current religious traditions. The modern secu- 
lar man is not only one who does not share in any religious tradition but one 
for whom the religious possibility does not consciously exist. 

(Secularism) is the unacknowledged challenge in every church in every 
community....eWe must accept the challenge of the people who no longer ques- 
tion us but ignore us. --"Theology of Evangelism" by Donald G, Dawe, Union 
Seminary QUARTERLY REVIEW. 


Candor About Sex I have been reading the new novel, Rabbit Run, by the 
gifted young author, John Updike. When I got midway through the sexual pas- 
sages, I was forced to put the book away. 

These passages embarrassed me, not for my own sake, but for the author's, 
This is not pornography, nor "obscenity," by any stretch of the imagination, 
for Updike is a serious and sensitive writer; and I was not shocked, but 
simply saddened. When a serious author writes extensively (and intensively) 
about sex, he makes me feel as if he lives in an adolescent fantasy-world of 
his own. For the essence of the sexual experience cannot be communicated, 
nor should it be. 

Those who try to communicate it give me the impression that they have 
not absorbed the experience as a natural part of themselves, There is always 
something strained, something self-conscious and frenetic in their approach 
to sex, They seem like schoolboys talking among themselves, not like mature 
authors who have learned to utilize all the various strands in the fabric of 
human existence, 
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««eohakespeare, in all his plays, does not have a line describing any 
physical contact between the sexes; yet who can doubt that he gives us a 
powerful and profound knowledge of the relation between the sexes? Art is 
not physiology, and frankness is not always truth. --Sydney J. Harris, Chi- 
cago DAILY NEWS, 


The First Step Many Jews in Poland who did not believe in life-as-usual 
survived the second world war, As the Germans approached, they left every- 
thing behind and fled to Russia, much as many of them distrusted the Soviet 
system. But there, while perhaps citizens of a second order, they were at 
least accepted as human beings. Those who stayed on to continue life-as- 
usual moved toward their own destruction and perished, Thus in the deepest 
sense the walk to the gas chamber was only the last consequence of a philoso 
phy of life-as-usual. It was the final step of surrender to the death in- 
stinct, which might also be called the principle of inertia, The first step 
was taken long before arrival at the death camp. --"The Ignored Lesson of 
Anne Frank" by Bruno Bettelheim, HARPER'S, 


Paraphrase or Translation? A translation should convey as much of the 
original text in as few words as possible, yet preserve the original atmos- 
phere and emphasis, The translator should strive for the nearest approxi- 
mation in words, concepts, and cadence. He should scrupulously avoid adding 
words or ideas not demanded by the text. His job is not to expand or to ex- 
plain, but to translate and preserve the spirit and force of the original-- 
even, if need be, at the expense of modern colloquialisms--so long as the 
resultant translation is intelligible. --"Rules for Bible Translators" by 
Francis R, Steele in CHRISTIANITY TODAY, 


Integration and Moral Absolutes Cultural relativism...in essence states 
that each sociocultural system has evolved its own patterns of life, includ 
ing moral behavior, that these patterns cannot be evaluated against an objec 
tive yardstick, and that therefore one cannot make invidious comparisons of 
one culture's patterns in terms of the observer's own culture. Such an in 
vidious comparison is termed "ethnocentrism," and in the majority of text 
books written by anthropologists or sociologists, ethnocentrism is implicitly 
or explicitly treated as a practice which not only curtails scientific ob- 
jectivity, but which (according to John F, Cuber) "results in prejudicial 
language and overt behaviors taking such organizational forms as the mission 
ary movement, wars, and educational and religious indoctrination," 

Needless to say, agreement with strict cultural relativism is incom 
patible with espousing racial integration on universal ethical grounds, If 
one accepts the principle that each sociocultural system's solution of moral 
problems involving interpersonal relations is as good or as valid as any 
other, then one must accept the existent pattern of racial segregation and 
inequality in the American South or in the Union of South Africa, --Edward 

A, Tiryakian, THEOLOGY TODAY. 





--by the Editor 
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HIS, 


with Revelation 4:5. Ought we to dwell on the details of this vision? 
What is its purpose? What is the relationship of the vision to Ezekiel’s 
future ministry among the exiles? 

TUESDAY, APRIL 4 

Parenthetic Study Compare the visions of other prophets to see the 
consistent structure of God’s revelation of Himself to His servants: Exo- 
dus 3:1-6, 19:16-20; Isaiah 6:1-5; Jeremiah 1:4-9; Daniel 10:4-8, 16, 17; 
Acts 9:1-6; Revelation 1:9-18. What must we experience if we are to 
have lives filled with God’s power? 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5 

EZEKIEL 2:1-3:21 What was Ezekiel’s posture when he saw God and 
when he was commissioned? “It is man erect, man in his manhood, with 
whom God will have fellowship and with whom He will speak” (A. B. 


Davidson). ‘God's service is a willing and rational service, not the serv- 
ice of automata” (Ellison). Would you like to have God call you to the 
kind of ministry given to Ezekiel? Where did Ezekiel get the power to 
perform it? Compare the ministry of Isaiah (6:8-12), Jeremiah (1), 
Paul (Acts 9:10-16). 
THURSDAY, APRIL 6 
II. Prophecies of Doom—Ezekiel 3: 

A. Messages of Judgment (ch. 

B. Jerusalem’s Sin (ch. 8-19) 

C. Foulness of Jerusalem’s Sin (ch. 20-23) 

D. The Midnight Hour (ch. 24) 
EZEKIEL 3:22-27 The Prophet Restrained How closely is Ezekiel identi- 
fied with his people? (Cf. Exodus 32:30-33; Romans 9:1-5, 10:1). What 
is one mark of the spiritual man? Do you have it? Read v. 25: “They 
shall put bands upon thee.” The harsh attitude of rejection of Ezekiel’s 
message by the exiles will serve to restrain him. Because of this, God 
commands (vy. 22-24). Only in solitude will God reveal Himself. Eze- 
kiel’s only recourse then is the presence of God, and His Word (v. 27). 
Not thinking ideally now, but in practice, to what do you turn at such 
times? 
FRIDAY, APRIL 7 
EZEKIEL 4,5 Prophecy of Jerusalem’s Doom Put yourself in the place 
of the exiles watching Ezekiel. Why did he have to use symbols? Note: 
The 390 + 40 days (430) cannot be taken literally, since the captivity 
did not last that long in terms of years for either Israel or Judah. God 


is probably reaching into the past to show that His people will have to 


bear their sin in similar fashion to their fathers’ bondage in Egypt (430 


years), and that their chastisement has a redemptive and purging aspect 


similar to their wilderness wanderings (40 years). Israel, which broke 


28:4), having assumed authority over the Temple. V. 27. We have the’ 
first translation of Shiloh (Genesis 49:10). V. 30 is a command (rsv), 
not a question (av). The Ammonites were out of God’s will in attack- 
ing Jerusalem (this was reserved for Babylon—v. 9f.). What does this 


tell us about “authority”? 


MONDAY, APRIL 24 

EZEKIEL 22 (1) Vy. 1-16. A word is repeatedly used to describe Jeru- 
salem’s sin. Why? What opinion do you think that God has of our 
present culture? Do you have a Biblical outlook on life and “life in 
people”? What sensitivity had Jerusalem lost which we are losing today? 
(2) God is concerned about the breakdown of society. Cf. Job 24:4-12. 
(3) Vv. 17-22. According to the prophet, how much of Israel can be re- 
fined? Contrast with Zechariah 13:9; Malachi 3:2f. (4) Vv. 23-31. What 


happens to a nation whose leadership is lacking in spiritual strength? 


TUESDAY, APRIL 25 

EZEKIEL 23 Many have criticized such passages arguing that they can- 
not believe in such a God. Why did He choose such a vivid illustration? 
Think this through carefully. (Historical note: Israel’s neighbors con- 
sidered their gods rulers of the world. The gods fought each other, 
passing around the kingship. Earthly wars reflected heavenly battles; 
heavenly alliances involved men as well. Thus Israel’s prophets abhorred 
international alliances since the world saw Israel’s ambassadors standing 
humbly before their kings as reflections of Jehovah begging the gods 
Amon, Ashur or Marduk for help. Cf. I] Kings 16:7-10 with Isaiah 
7:3-17. What does this say to you today? 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26 

EZEKIEL 24 The Day of Visitation (1) Vv. 1-14. The siege begins early 
in 588. Why should Ezekiel date this? What do the various elements 
mean in the parable of the siege? For example, “rust marks” (Av: 
“scum”) remind him of blood stains; cf. 22:1-16. Cf. Job 16:18, 19; 
Isaiah 26:21. (V. 12 is difficult. The Rsv and the rv marginal reading 
are best.) (2) Vv. 15-25. Are God’s prohibitions on Ezekiel too strict? 
Or on the exiles? Wouldn't it be more normal to allow grief over the 
city? Is it easy to submit to God’s sovereignty? Note Hebrews 12:11-15. 
(3) Vy. 25-27. Probably he will now be allowed to speak beyond just 
the revelations given. Cf. 3:22-27. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 27 
III. Denunciations‘of Foreign Nations—Ezekiel 25-32 
A. Judah’s Neighbors B. Tyre C. Egypt 
EZEKIEL 25 All prophecy against nations and kingdoms (a) has a con- 


ditional aspect which we must remember throughout this section. Cf 
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with Revelation 4:5. Ought we to dwell on the details of this vision? 


What is its purpose? What is the relationship of the vision to Ezekiel’s 


future ministry among the exiles? 
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28:4), having assumed authority over the Temple. V. 27. We have the’ 
first translation of Shiloh (Genesis 49:10). V. 30 is a command (rsv), 
not a question (Av). The Ammonites were out of God’s will in attack- 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12 
EZEKIEL 11 (1) Compare God’s attitude toward those who are self-con- 


fidently wise with His attitude toward those mourning in affliction. Notes: 


(a) V. 1. The men may be “the 12 tribe-princes . . . and the 12 royal 
officers (I Chronicles 27) with the king himself ... the civil government 


of Israel” (Keil). (b) Kg translation is in error in vy. 3—“house-building 
is not near” (Heb.). The false prophets may be ridiculing the prophecies 
of Jeremiah who is now in Jerusalem by saying that house-building in 
exile is a long way off (cf. Jeremiah 29:1, 4-9) and that Jerusalem’s 
citizens are as protected from harm as flesh in the caldron is safe from 
fire. (2) Cf. v. 7. What is the grandest aspect of God’s promise to the 


exiles? How could wy. 22, 23 (cf. I Samuel 4:19-21) apply today? 


THURSDAY, APRIL 13 

EZEKIEL 12. Refer to a modern translation if possible. (1) This proph- 
ecy occurred c. 591, and Zedekiah’s revolt in 588 B.C. See Jeremiah 
39:1-10. Who really captured Zedekiah? Do we have the sensitivity to 
see God behind the things that happen to us? Read Hebrews 12:6-15. 
(2) The people said, “The time is lengthening out, and yet the prophecy 
is not being fulfilled.” Cf. II Peter 3:1-13. The Israelites still could not 
believe that Jerusalem would fall, but the destruction of the Temple so 
discredited the false prophets that they disappeared after the exile as 


:2-6. 





prophesied in v. 24 and Zechariah 1: 


FRIDAY, APRIL 14 

EZEKIEL 13. (1) How seriously does God regard the failing of the min- 
isters of His people to stand for truth? Cf. II Peter 2:1-3; Luke 6:26; 
Matthew 7:15. What four things will happen to them? (2) Ezekiel uses 
a different verb form for the women prophets (v. 17), indicating that 
they are more like sorceresses. Note their judgment. The “hunting of 
souls” probably shows the power they exerted over their clients. “Those 
who are fond of quoting I Timothy 2:11f. in order to keep their sisters 
in Christ in their right place normally overlook that while the nature 
of Eve's fall is a reason why the woman should not be teacher in the 
Church, the fact that Adam ‘was not deceived’ makes his sin the greater, 


for he sinned open-eyed” (Ellison). 


SATURDAY, APRIL 15 

EZEKIEL 14:1-11 (1) What is the meaning of vv. 3-11? Picture a real- 
life situation when a ruler comes to a prophet to inquire the will of God. 
What is the heart condition of each? What will be the results? The 


reputation of the false prophet depends on his giving some kind of an- 






swer. What or who should have been set in their hearts and what before 


their face? Cf. Proverbs 3:1, 21-23. Also Galatians 6:7; Matthew 27:29. 





(2) What’is the ultimate result of all of God’s judgments in the lives 
of Christians? 

SUNDAY, APRIL 16 

EZEKIEL 14:12-15:8 (1) Ezekiel now deals with the last hope of Judah: 
that God might make an exception and preserve the land and the city 
of David. In this context why are Noah, Daniel and Job mentioned? 
How many persons did they save by their righteousness? (2) Note the 
completeness of God’s judgment. Are Christians safe from judgment of 
sin in this life? In the next? (3) Meditate upon the parable in ch. 15. 
Cf. Deuteronomy 32:32, 33; Jeremiah 2:21, 22; Isaiah 5:1-7; Hosea 10:1. 
MONDAY, APRIL 17 

EZEKIEL 16:1-43 | 


historical details, but rather clothes ideas in story form. (1) Vv. 1-14. 





ote: An allegory does not completely account for all 


What things are stressed of the foundling that are important? How did 
the great nation of Egypt regard the Hebrews? When did the “mar- 
riage” occur? (2) Vy. 15-34. Why is Jerusalem called a harlot and not 
an adulteress? Cf. vy. 30. By what stages did she arrive at this level? 
Jeremiah 7:30, 31 shows that they did it in Jehovah’s name! Note care- 
fully that no mention is made of the attempts at reformation in Israel’s 
history. Why? (3) Vv. 35-43. How does doom come? 

TUESDAY, APRIL 18 

EZEKIEL 16:44-64 A new allegory linked to the other. As before, “Jeru- 
salem” is used in a general historical sense, but here especially for the 
Southern kingdom. Sodom and Samaria could be general terms also. 
(1) Vv. 44-52. Why do you think that God considered Jerusalem’s sin 
worse than that of her sisters? How does this apply to your Christian 
group? (2) Vv. 53-59. Is prosperity always a sign of God’s favor? (3) 
Vv. 60-63. This is dated after Jerusalem’s fall. Cf. Jeremiah 31:31-34. 
What is involved in God’s remarkable grace shown to His people? 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19 

EZEKIEL 17:1-24 (1) Vv. 1-21. Cf. If Kings 24:6f.; 25:1f. Why did God 
regard the breaking of the covenant so terrible a sin? If a covenant 
(or contract) is made between two rulers, of whom one is pagan, how 
can God come to think of it as He does (v. 19)? Does this have rele- 
vance now? How does the doctrine of the Providence of God fit into 
this story of a conquered nation allowed to have its own prince to rule 
it yet rebelling against its Conqueror? (2) Vv, 22-24. From where 
God taking His tender twig? Cf. Matthew 13:31; Isaiah 53:2. Are you 
convinced that God can do what man cannot? 

THURSDAY, APRIL 20 

EZEKIEL 18 (1) We have been dealing thus far with a context of judg- 





ment and doom. Why do you suppc 





that God now gives this particular 
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World IN TRANSIT 


Getting Down to the Basic To come straight to the point, 
our basic mission task is still evangelism, In this our favored Ceylon's 
isle, where every prospect pleases and only man is empty and cynical and 
lost, the Church's task is to reach out to one after another with the good 
news of what life can be through Jesus Christ. We have to flee the per- 
petual tendency of a mission to become so absorbed in good works through 
agencies and institutions that it loses all concern for the faith of indi- 
viduals, ‘We have to break out of our mission compounds, these walled-off 
enclaves that every congregation so readily becomes, and get to the native 
population by which we are surrounded, / Every American Christian (at home 
as well as abroad) is to be a missionary on the mission field. An under- 
standing of what he can do about it might start with a twist on an old Latin 
saying: "Orare est laborare--"To pray is to work." The passion to share what 
we have found through Christ must be burning in our prayers and in our hearts, 
Then we can expand this to make it Donare est laborare--"To give is to work." 
Much of our mission work we will not do directly, but when we are earning the 
money by which it is supported, we are performing one facet of our mission, 


Then third, and obviously, Laborare est laborare--"To work is to work." The 
labor can be ours directly--wherever we are meeting other people, we are on 
the missionary job. Over the back fence, at a club, at work, by ringing 
doorbells, by bringing someone to the church, by our shared enthusiasm, by 
our friendly concern, we can join Carey and Livingstone and all those who 
today are out on the frontiers in Christ's world-wide missionary task, 


--George FE. Sweazey in Presbyterian Life. 


Filling a Serious Gap A recent survey made by the U, S. 
Office of Education has revealed that no more than ten scholars in the U. S. 
are competent in even one African language. A program financed through the 
National Defense Education Act is now hoping to develop instructional mater- 
ials in several of the major African languages through research contracts 
with colleges and universities, support of language and area centers at col- 
leges and universities with expansion of instruction in African languages and 
related studies, and fellowships for advanced study in these languages, Ac 
cording to the report in Higher Education (published by U. S. Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare), these programs "may well represent a greater 
commitment of manpower and funds to the development of African languages than 
the sum total of our national effort in this field in all times past. It can 
be expected to go a long way toward filling a serious gap in our Nation's un 
derstanding of the languages and cultures of the world," 
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Business Manager Wanted The current issue of Missionary 
Fellowship (quarterly of the Bible & Medical Missionary Fellowship) quotes 
from a letter by Sir Wilfred Grenfell, famed missionary doctor to Labrador 
of a generation ago: "If you knew the things I have to remember, and saw my 
floor at the present moment littered with dozens of unread and unanswered 
letters, and remembered that I only came in from the sea at one o'clock this 
morning, and that today is Sunday, and that we expect the mail in at nine 
o'clock tonight, you would understand that, if my explanations don't always 
agree, it's not because I want to shuffle off my responsibilities onto any. 
body else, nor is it exactly that I am a fool or a knave, but it is because 
I want a business manager, as I have been saying ever so long. I am putting 
it to you again that, if I don't get one on whom I can rely, my days of use 
fulness to this mission will soon be at an end, How can a man keep up with 
surgery and medicine, navigation, literature, correspondence, religious work, 
and have that sympathy which alone makes his work useful to the individual, 
if he cantt be relieved of these business intricacies?"/ Recalling that 
"there is a greater need for business personnel on the mission field today 
than in Grenfell's day," the B&MMF asks prayer for one business—trained mis. 
sionary "each year for the next six years--men and women with the requisite 
skills, able to take responsibility spiritually, and administratively to re 
lieve our burdened colleagues of work for which they are not trained, to do 
the work to which God called them, "/ The Executive Director of the U. S, 
division of the South Africa General Mission has written about the desperate 
need of its home office for a clerk-typist and for a competent accountant 
experienced on or willing to learn to use an accounting machine./ Those in- 
terested in these openings or in 3,936 others, gathered from 86 mission boards 
by the missionary department of IVCF, may write to the World in Transit edi- 
tor (c/o HIS, 1519 N. Astor, Chicago 10) for a current listing, free. Be sure 
to state the category wanted: business & administration, education, evangelisn 
& church development, literature & translation, medicine & dentistry, radio, 
technical & industrial skills. 





Preachers Wanted Over against the emphasis on missionary 
specialists indicated by the above item is a letter in Eastern Challenge from 
Dick Bailey, who is serving with International Missions, Inc. He decries the 
belief that unless one is a specialist nowadays, there is no place for him on 
the mission field, "I cannot speak for other mission fields but I can say 
that in West Pakistan today the greatest need in the Lord's work is for Bible 
school or seminary trained young people, who have been called by the lord to 
preach and teach the Word of God....We could use five more couples today and 
more later, There are large areas on two sides of us which are practically 
untouched by any kind of Christian witness, This is not to say that special 
ists are not needed at all....But most of all, we need that specialist who is 
trained in God's specialty--the Word of God." 


--by Iois 5S, Thiessen 
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DEATH OF A BUDDHIST 
(Continued from page 5) 

racks to hear Christians sing, talk and preach. In 
a short while, it became apparent that the claim 
of this God was greater than | thought at first. He 
was presented to me as a Righteous God, and at 
the same time a Merciful One who paid a great 
sacrifice for our sins to redeem us from sin and 
misery. Jesus Christ was this sacrifice. I could not 
see how he could be the Son of God and be born 
of a woman at the same time. But I could see that 
God would accept a perfect substitution in my place. 
And if we were forgiven of our sins that way, we 
should be happy now. 

That was the most I could get after six months 
of attending this mission station fairly regularly. 
I was happy about what I was learning. I wanted 
to learn more and get that joy in my heart. But 
in the strange providence of God, the station was 
closed, and I was directed to another church. This 
particular church was of very little help for my 
spiritual need. I attended the church every Sunday 
for a few months. Occasionally I was at the prayer 
meetings and other meetings of the church. But I 
just didn’t get very much from the preacher. Prob- 
ably I should blame myself for it. He was too dif- 
ferent from the plain preachers of the holiness mis- 
sion. Up until then I just had a copy of the New 
Testament. Now I got myself the whole Bible and 
started reading it. That didn’t help me much either. 

After about ten months or so, at the end of 1947, 
I lost interest in church attendance. To be sure, 
| was eager to learn more about Christ but I wanted 
to do so at home, reading the Bible. As for attend- 
ing Sunday services, I thought I had more impor- 
tant things to do. Besides going out with friends 
on this only day off from school, I had to study. 
I had to keep my grades in shape in order to get 
into a creditable college. I was busy learning about 
radio and photography at the high school physics 
club. 

And a lot of other things were happening to me 
in high school as to any boy of that age, so the 
first love of the message of salvation faded away 
and the world became more important for me. But 
the Bible was on my desk all this time, and I read 
it often. I read it as though reading best-selling 
literature. 

But soon I became uneasy about this Book. I 
became aware of the fact that I couldn’t fully un- 
derstand many many things that it said. Above all 
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I questioned why I should believe what the Bible 
said. For example, about one God. Why shouldn’t 
I believe that there are more? And about sin and 
judgment, and this man Jesus. Why should He 
alone be a special man? What was wrong with Con- 
fucius and his moral code? Why was Jesus a sub- 
stitution, and the only one acceptable to God? I 
had these questions one after another, and they 
piled up in my mind as an unsolved, confused mass 
as I went on reading the Bible by myself. 

Basic to all of them was one clear question: “On 
what authority should I receive what the Bible de- 
clares?” I was willing to accept the Bible and pay 
serious consideration to its challenges only if I 
was persuaded to do so by some authority. I had 
accepted Buddhism because my parents brought me 
up to be a Buddhist. It came naturally to me, and 
it was backed by my parents’ authority. Later I 
had accepted Shintoism upon the authority of all 
sorts of superiors: teachers, school-master, police- 
man, emperor, home-coming senior classmates in 
their best navy uniforms, and so on. 

At this point, I knew (I probably sensed more 
than knew) that much of what I learned in phys- 
ics, chemistry, biology and geology couldn’t and 
shouldn’t be made the authority over what the Bible 
stated. I wasn’t seeking a scientific explanation of 
Christianity. I wasn’t seeking a Christianity which 
could do away with Genesis 1 and still teach me 
the Sermon on the Mount. I had to see why a Lov- 
ing God had to sacrifice His most beloved Son. I 
wasn’t interested in accepting the morals of the 
Bible, which was an easy enough thing to do in 
itself, yet a futile thing for salvation of a troubled 
soul. 

To me the question was whether what the Bible 
claims about Jesus, about the Book itself, about 
God, was all true and reliable information, or en- 
tirely false and unreliable as the Shinto myths. At 
this point I was at a loss. I wouldn’t go back to 
the church I had attended because I knew I wouldn’t 
get a clear answer from the pastor. No one seemed 
to be of any help at this point. And further, I might 
not have accepted any man’s persuasion about the 
authority behind the Bible. 

In desperation I turned to the one place which 
I had been told stood as an authority in Christian 
doctrine. In the spring of 1948 I visited a Fran- 
ciscan monastery. It was a very good thing that 
the monk who undertook to cathechize me once a 
week taught me to pray rather early. I found in 
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the teachings of the Roman Catholic Church a 
great “authority.” They taught me to pray to Mary 
the Mother of Jesus. I first memorized a few words 
starting “Hail Mary .. .” and then it dawned on 
me that praying to Mary had no support in the 
Bible. What great authority was it that taught an 
ignorant sinner to believe in something larger than 
the Bible itself? Then I suspected that that kind of 
Christianity would rear up a son of confusion worse 
confounded. I was so ignorant that I didn’t know 
whether “the just should live by faith” or by mass 
and penance. 

I was shocked and disgusted to find that a state- 
ly institution bearing the name of church could be 
of no help to my soul. I was in despair and in 
worse confusion than ever. This condition led me 
to contemplate what I now know was a terrible 
action: suicide. In the dark of my room I often 
sat up till early hours of the morning thinking how 
to end this misery. I had arsenic in my chemistry 
kit, and still more terrible drugs were easily access- 
ible to me in the high school lab. It would be quite 
easy to take a good dose of one of those drugs and 
end it once and for all. 

I don’t know why I stayed up late just thinking 
about it. But I did know that I would be very 
selfish if I did something like this. I knew how 
miserable my mother felt when she lost her three 
sons. I loved and honored my father, and wouldn’t 
do anything which might mar his name. How thank- 
ful I am that God providentially kept me through 
all this. 

For the following few months I was depressed. 
My memory is obscure about this time. I remem- 
ber that I no longer cared to read the Bible. I 
didn’t care to study very much. I was in a dark 
pit. I didn’t know what more to do about myself. 
I was at the dead end of seeking Christianity, seek- 
ing the light. 

Then help came one day from an unexpected 
person. A friend of mine who was a sort of mystic, 
adhering to no set religion, prevailed upon me to 
try another church, and presented to me a maga- 
zine related to that church. The Rev. Takeshi Mat- 
suo of the Reformed Church of Japan, one of the 
editors of this magazine, had a church within walk- 
ing distance from my home. I[ read his article, 
and turned to my friend and said, “This may be 
it.” Later on he modestly confided to me that he 
thought I would die if something was not done 
about Jesus. How right he was. 
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In this church I was taught that the Bible is the 
Word of God. God is its author. He used many 
people to write down His words — Moses, David, 
Isaiah, Matthew, Luke, Paul and many other faith. 
ful people of God—but they didn’t write fallible 
human words. They wrote what the Spirit of God 
breathed out into them. They were inspired writers, 
And since the ultimate author of the Bible is God. 
the only authority upon which I had to receive the 
Bible was God’s authority. 

This was the answer I had been looking for. At 
the time when I first met with this truth, my ob- 
stinate heart cried for still another answer. But 
at the same time, new things were starting within 
me. For instance, I now coveted the salvation of 
Jesus Christ which this Bible offered to me. | 
wanted to be saved. I looked upon my past life 
with a shudder, and upon my possible future with. 
out Christ with despair. Yes, I wanted to be among 
the number of God’s people. 

And as I grew in yearning for the grace of God, 
and as I started to pray as best I knew how for 
the Spirit of God to help me, God’s people must 
have been praying for me. For the Bible gradu- 
ally became more and more precious to me because 
of its message of salvation. It ceased to be merely 
best-selling literature, and became a book of unique 
value. No longer did I read it with skeptical eyes. 
My heart was looking for help to come through its 
printed pages from its invisible author. And what 
comfort it was to realize that the Bible is full of 
sweet words of invitation to faith and repentance. 
“Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call 
ye upon him while he is near.” 

How grateful I am for these instructions, for 
the prayers of others, and for the Bible. These 
were the instruments in God’s hand to bury my 
old self and create me anew. How thankful I am 
for the sovereign work of the Holy Spirit who re- 
generated me. 

Burdens were lifted. An entirely new life was 
opened for me. Even the past things began to bear 
a different meaning. For it was God who sought 
me, and not I who sought God. He spared me from 
early death so that I might die in Christ to live 
for Him. He bestowed upon me the difficult spir- 
itual conditions of the post-war days to show me 
how miserable life can be. He guided me through 
rocky paths in search for the truth that my words 
of His working in my life might give Him greater 
glory. He gave me despair, and it was also He 
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who gave me a non-Christian friend who cared 
enough for me to become an instrument in my 
going to the church of which I am now a member. 

To realize all this makes me feel humble. My 
life had not been in my own hand, any more than 
it had been in Buddha’s palm. As further instruc- 
tions were given to me, I knew I was to hesitate 
no longer. I believed in the gospel presented in 
the Bible. I was convicted of my sin before God, 
and I was sorrowful. I was enabled to see the 
life and death of Jesus of Nazareth as something 
that had radical meaning to me. For Jesus Christ 
was the Son of God, a unique person in history 
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
born of a virgin, to be a blemishless sacrifice for 
my sin on the cross. “Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son 
to be the propitiation for our sins.” 

Six months after I started attending this church 
] was invited to make my confession of faith, and 
so on Easter 1949 I was baptized. Thus I found 
one whom I sought for three years. Or rather, I 
was found by the One who seeks the lost. 

“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on 
him in whom they have not believed? and how 
shall they believe in him of whom they have not 
heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 
And how shall they preach, except they be sent?” 
I should like you to consider seriously the fact that 
you may be the preacher the Apostle Paul here 
speaks of. 

And to this task of sending missionaries, every 
one of you can add your force in prayers and gifts. 
Every one of you is a soldier of Christ in this soul- 
winning battle against the powers of dark, heathen 
religions, each according to the measure of grace 
given him. May the Lord grant you His grace, 
and the ability to discern your gift, so that He 
may use you in this great task. END 


THE LORD'S RETURN 
(Continued from page 11) 

Christian has a hope while the non-Christian does 
not, but that his hope is grounded in present experi- 
ence: “We believe that Jesus died and rose again” 
(I Thessalonians 4:14). Christ is now our living 
Lord. He is today the Master of death, the Prince 
of life, and we have experienced His resurrection 


life. 


His return will mean the revelation of His victory 


HIS, APRIL, 1961 


over death. Redemption means not only the salva- 
tion of the soul but the redemption of the entire 
man. Until Christ comes again, though our spirits 
are alive because of righteousness, our bodies are 
dying because of sin (Romans 8:10). Christ must 
come again to extend His victory to the physical 
world. This is why the resurrection of the body 
is a central Christian doctrine. The Bible knows 
nothing of the salvation of the soul in detachment 
from the body. Man is a dynamic entity, and the 
whole man must be redeemed from sin. The present 
order in which we are involved is marked by decay 
and weakness, and death. Salvation will mean im- 
mortality and power and life. This can only be ac- 
complished by the revelation of the glory which our 
Resurrected, Exalted Lord now possesses (I Peter 
4:13). Then, all who belong to Him “will appear 
with him in glory” (Colossians 2:4), that mortality 
may be swallowed up by life (II Corinthians 5:4). 
The resurrection of Christ and His second coming 
are inseparable acts in His victory over death. 


SATAN AND CHRIST'S LORDSHIP 


A second illustration of Christ’s present Lordship 
that will be revealed at His return is His conquest 
of evil. Our generation is more conscious than any 
other in modern times that evil is stronger than any 
man and stronger than all men. The Christian faith 
came into a world in which many people had lost 
faith in traditional religion and had come to believe 
in Fate or Destiny. Both gods and men were believed 
to be subject to the decrees of blind Fate and were 
helpless in the face of implacable forces. The ancient 
gods could be placated, but Destiny had no ears. 

Today, many secular thinkers recognize a de- 
monic element in human history. Some kind of in- 
exorable Power seems to be driving men from one 
tragedy to another. 

The Bible attributes evil to a superhuman spirit 
called the Devil or Satan. Evil is mightier than 
man. While man has the capacity for great good, he 
is also capable of evils that are satanic in character. 
Behind the scenes of history are “principalities and 
powers” implacable in their hatred of God and His 
redemptive purpose. As long as these powers are 
uncurbed, this age remains evil in character (Gala- 
tians 1:47). Evil is so powerful a reality that Satan 
is called the god of this age (II Corinthians 4:4). 
This means that man will never be able to conquer 
evil and establish the Kingdom of God. 

The Bible is concerned not only with the salvation 
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of the individual but also with human history and 
the establishment on earth of the Kingdom of God. 
The New Testament books bear unanimous witness 
that the Kingdom of God can be established only by 
God and not by man. The reason is that evil is 
more than human; only God can destroy it and 
bring His Kingdom to full realization in the world. 

“The reason the son of God appeared was to de- 
stroy the works of the devil” (I Thessalonians 3:8). 
The life of Jesus of Nazareth was not merely a his- 
torical event. The appearance of Jesus meant the 
intrusion into human history by God Himself in the 
person of His Son to destroy evil. This is the mean- 
ing of the incarnation. Jesus was not the product 
of human evolution or the fairest flower of religious 
development. He came from God, for He is God. 
He became incarnate in human flesh to redeem his- 
tory from the curse of evil. 

His entire redemptive mission involved a struggle 
with evil. He wrestled with Satan in His temptation 
in the wilderness. He attacked the rule of Satan by 
delivering men and women from satanic bondage 
(Matthew 12:28, 29). His death accomplished the 
“destruction” of him who has the power of death, 
that is, the Devil (Hebrews 2:14). His exaltation as 
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than of AUGE. 


Correction: 


AUGE has no staff members at 


present. 
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Lord means nothing less than a great triumph over 
evil. The crucial battle between light and darkness, 
between good and evil, between God and Satan has 
been fought and won. Satan is not the Lord; Christ 
is Lord. He is now at God’s right hand, reigning as 
the victorious Lord. He is reigning “until he has 
put all his enemies under his feet” (I Corinthians 
15:25). He has already been exalted “far above all 
rule and authority and power and dominion” (Ephe. 
sians 1:21). The future of the world is in His hands, 
for He has won a victory so that He is able to break 
the seals of the enigma of human history and open 
the scroll of human destiny (Revelation 5:5). 

Christ’s victory and Lordship are still unseen by 
the world. Evil seems supreme. History appears to 
be going nowhere, except to destruction. Rudolf 
Bultmann has written, “Today we cannot claim to 
know the end and the goal of history. Therefore the 
question of meaning in history has become meaning. 
less.” Only the Christian can see that evil has al- 
ready met its master, that sin has been defeated, 
that Christ is now the reigning Lord. 

The return of Christ is necessary to reveal His 
Lordship to the world. His secret reign will then 
be disclosed to all and will be made effectual in 
every area of human experience. Not only will we 
experience redemption of the body; the victory 
Christ has already won over evil must be finally 
executed so that God’s Kingdom will come and His 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Our prayer 
is yet to be answered. 

The return of Christ is not a subject for specula- 
tion. Many details about the future God has not 
made clear, and therefore we sinfully dissipate our 
energies if we quarrel over details. The central fact 
is clear. Christ must return to finish the good work 
He has begun in us (Philippians 1:6). He must 
return to complete our salvation. He must return 
to reveal His glory to the world, to finish the sub- 
jugation of all His enemies, and to bring His people 
into the life and blessings of His eternal Kingdom. 
Therefore every Christian who has already experi- 
enced the power of His resurrection and tasted eter- 
nal life must long for His return. For He “will 
appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to 
save those who are eagerly waiting for him” (He- 
brews 9:26). 


Even so, come, Lord Jesus. END 


[In future months His plans to publish articles dealing with 
other aspects of Christ’s return.—Ed.] 
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‘acto DAWARY: not guaranteed 


A NEW Inter-Varsity staff member 
(married, two children) moves into a metropolitan 
area to begin his work. 

His wife, out burning the trash, meets her next- 
door neighbor. And it isn’t long before she finds 
herself trying to answer the same questions her hus- 
band has to answer the first time he meets a dean, 
professor, or fraternity housemother on the campus. 

“What’s your husband do? . . . What church is 


that? .. . Oh, who supports him?” 

Students associated with Inter-Varsity frequently 
have similar questions. They know there’s a na- 
tional hook-up somewhere and they’re aware that a 
staff member visits their campus for counseling and 
leadership in evangelism. But the exact nature of 
the staff member’s work, and the relationship be- 


tween him, the national organization, and the local 
fellowship group, they’re often not sure about. 
They’re even less sure how he gets his salary and 
travel expenses. 

While it’s comparatively easy for him to discuss 
his work and the nature of national ivcr, it’s a bit 
more difficult for a staff member to discuss personal 
finances with students. So we'll try to answer some 
of the questions about how a staff member is sup- 
ported. 

First of all, financial support doesn’t come from 
local undergraduate student groups. Undergraduate 
Inter-Varsity chapters are encouraged to finance 
their own programs, but when they invite a staff 
member to their campus they’re not obligated to 
feed or house him, or to pay his salary or travel ex- 
penses. (Many chapters, however, are able to make 
arrangements for meals and a place to sleep, and 
this is greatly appreciated.) 

In some ways, an Inter-Varsity staff member is 
like a foreign missionary. He receives his financial 
and prayer support from Christian friends and 
churches. Before he is appointed to the staff he be- 
gins to pray about this matter. The national organ- 
ization makes certain appeals on his behalf. After 


they graduate and after they have assumed a finan- 
cial responsibility for their local church, seniors in 
Inter-Varsity chapters—for example, those now in 
the class of °61—are asked to seek God’s will about 
the further stewardship of their money and to con- 
sider having a share in supporting a staff member 
(perhaps a new one). 

Many Christians pledge specific amounts per 
month to support the work of a certain staff mem- 
ber. Churches may undertake to support a staff 
member by including Inter-Varsity in their mission- 
ary or benevolence budget. All funds designated for 
a staff member’s work are used to pay his salary, 
travel and office expenses. 

Actually, most staff members have a number of 
faithful individuals and groups standing behind 
them. As God supplies, Inter-Varsity pays expenses 
and bills first, then salaries. Sometimes, salaries are 
delayed for a month or longer. In cases of extreme 
shortage, salaries are cancelled at the end of the 
fiscal year. 

Quite apart from financial support, those who are 
still students can have a vital fellowship with their 
staff member in this matter. They can pray that 
God will provide Christians who will see the desper- 
ate spiritual needs of the campus and who will pray 
and give to meet this need through a staff member. 
Students can also give their staff member the names 
of Christian friends. They can introduce their staff 
member to their pastor. And they can begin as stu- 
dents to know what it means, as far as their material 
needs are concerned, to “seek first the kingdom of 
God.” 

When a staff member is appointed, he accepts his 
position in faith that God will provide his support. 
He is not guaranteed a salary. Although individuals 
and groups do help Inter-Varsity, the staff member 
has no philanthropic foundation or denominational 
board to underwrite his salary and expenses. Rather, 
he looks to God, who has promised: “All these things 
shall be added unto you” (Matthew 6:33). END 
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STUDENTS IN CONFLIC 


SINCE we first went to China in 1934 
we have seen tremendous changes in Asia: the birth 


of new nations, a great population explosion, a liter- 
acy movement through which millions are learning 
to read, great political, social and economic up- 
heavals. 

Fifty-five per cent of the world’s population is 
found in the area from Afghanistan to Korea, and 
more than three and a half million university and 
college students are in this region. The population 
in the rapidly growing cities, where 22 per cent of 
the population now lives, is made up largely of 
young people. In Manila, Singapore and Viet-Nam 
more than 50 per cent of the people are under 21 
years of age. Tokyo, probably the largest city of 
the world, has over 300,000 university students. 

In most of these Asian countries, because of the 
shortage of trained workers, the university student 
is a key man. These students are already in the 
midst of their society, taking part in its political life 
and helping to change its course. Often the univer- 
sities are centers of political activity. I shall never 
forget standing in the center of Seoul, the capital 
city of South Korea, watching the students surging 
through the streets by thousands, arms linked to- 
gether, shouting their slogans and songs, with others 
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urging them on while waving blood-stained shirts, 
One young man called us up saying that he must go 
and fight for democracy and, as we know, it was this 
student demonstration in April 1960 which brought 
about a change in South Korea’s government. 

It isn’t surprising that we find a great battle 
going on for the minds of these students. Every: 
where we see a materialistic philosophy sweeping 
through the universities. In many cases students 
have given up their old religious beliefs, but in some 
countries such as Japan a strange form of syncret- 
ism exists. One may see a group of graduates en- 
gaged in scientific research going to a Shinto shrine 
to worship the souls of the animals killed in their 
lab. If you talk to them you may well find that they 
are largely agnostic and have little interest in God, 
but they render lip service to the beliefs and customs 
of their families and take part in the ritual of state 
Shintoism which is being used to bolster national 
morale. In the lands outside communist territory, 
not many students are militant atheists but very 
large numbers of them are solely concerned with 
the material needs of life and the problems of their 
changing society. 

It is vitally important that these students be con 
fronted with the message of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
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since from their numbers will come the leaders of 
the future. If the Church is to bear an effective 
witness in modern society, it is essential that Chris- 
tians from the university, filled with the love of God 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, bear witness to 
the educated classes. Yet it isn’t enough that stu- 
dents accept Christ as Savior and Lord. A testimony 
must be established on campus that will result not 
only in an outreach to non-Christian students, but 
also in the training of men and women who will 


§ learn lessons of faith and become mature leaders. 


The International Fellowship of Evangelical Stu- 
dents has always sought to develop groups of evan- 
gelical students in the various universities, depend- 
ent not upon foreign leadership and finances but 
upon the Lord Himself and the fellowship of other 
national Christians. In the Philippines where the 
work was started by 1FEs workers, the foreign staff 
has now been able to withdraw and the six Filipino 
stall workers are experiencing God’s provision and 
guidance both in maintaining the work started by 
Gwen Wong and also in reaching out to new fields. 
The staff workers have been greatly encouraged as 
they have experienced answers to prayer and have 
seen student leaders raised up and trained through 
the Kawayan Campus program, not only to witness 
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in their own universities but also to return to their 
churches and in some cases bring revival to young 
people’s groups. These Filipino young people have 
started a witness in the high schools, and it has been 
a great joy for me to meet with sponsors of Bible 
studies in many of the schools in the Manila area. 
To train students to lead Bible studies themselves is 
essential, since in some of the Roman Catholic uni- 
versities it is impossible to hold’a meeting with an 
outside speaker. There is, however, no objection to 
the students gathering together around the Word of 
God. In these little Bible study groups Christians 
have been strengthened in the faith and inquiring 
non-Christian friends have come to know Christ. 
Inter-Varsity work in Malaya has never had a 
staff worker. But the Inter-Varsity Christian Fel- 
lowship in the University of Malaya now has about 
a hundred members. God has used them to bring 
an evangelistic testimony to large numbers of their 
fellow students. In 1959 they organized an evan- 
gelistic mission and invited Dr. Howard Guinness 
of Australia to be the speaker. A newspaper was 
printed and given to every person in the university, 
and buses were hired to pick up the students from 
their dormitories. Large numbers attended the meet- 
ings and some came to know the Savior. In rapidly 
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growing Nanyang University outside the city of 
Singapore more than a hundred students attend the 
Sunday evening evangelistic services. The Nanyang 
Christian Fellowship members have their summer 
conferences and also organize Sunday school classes 
for the children of professors since there is no 
church near the university. Just over a year ago the 
Fellowship of Evangelical Students of Malaya was 
organized and now groups are in the two large uni- 
versities as well as in teachers’ training colleges, 
agricultural colleges, and engineering and polytech- 
nic colleges. Members of the Nurses Christian Fel- 
lowship and Graduates Christian Fellowship also 
take part in this work. 

In Hong Kong University Christian leadership 
has been developed among the students. About 80 
members of the Christian association meet in the 
engineering lab every Friday evening. As the work 
developed it seemed necessary to obtain a small office 
and reading room, and a quiet place in which prayer 
meetings and Bible studies could be held. Some of 
the students therefore rented an apartment just out- 
side the university gates. Most of the main meet- 
ings are still held on campus, but every day at one 
o’clock a small group of students can be found at 
the prayer meeting in the reading room (which now 
has a library of both Chinese and English books). 
Some of them have come to know Christ during 
their time at the university. 

During the past few years a Graduate Fellowship 
has been formed and more recently a Teachers 
Christian Fellowship has come into being. Head- 
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quarters for this work is the evangelical reading 
room which was opened in Kowloon about four 
years ago. For the work among high school students 
God has raised up three staff members, two of whom 
are supported mainly by gifts from the Graduate 
Fellowship. A witness also exists in some of the 
other colleges, and each year students enter into new 
life in Christ at the summer conferences. Leaders 
from the University Christian Association, College 
Christian Fellowship, Teachers Christian Fellowship, 
Inter-School Christian Fellowship and Graduates 
Christian Fellowship meet together in a committee 
to coordinate the work as a whole and plan for 
future outreach. 

In Taiwan the leader of the Campus Fellowship 
work, David Cha, has just returned from spending 
several months with the 1vF in New Zealand and 
Australia. On his journey back he was able to lead 
meetings in Singapore and Hong Kong. He is also 
chairman of the editorial committee which produces 
the magazine Campus Fellowship. About a hundred 
students met together in September at the Campus 
Fellowship summer conference which strongly em. 
phasized the need for Bible study groups in the var- 
ious universities. Keen Christians are in all three 
of the main university centers in Taiwan. It has 
been a privilege to meet with them in their daily 
prayer meetings and to take part in a series of spe- 
cial meetings which were arranged last spring in 
Taipei. 

For some years the Kirisutosha Gakusei Kai (the 
Japanese 1vF) has been responsible for a witness in 
almost 40 colleges and universities in various parts 
of Japan. God has given Japanese leadership, and 
in addition to the executive committee, made up 
mainly of young Japanese graduates, a council of 
senior people has recently been formed to help in 
guiding the work. All the members of this council 
except for one senior‘ missionary are Japanese. 
Many students have been won for Christ, especially 
through the conferences which are held in the spring 
and summer. Today some of these students are pas- 
tors of churches or are witnessing for the Lord Jesus 
in strategic business positions. 

A good deal of emphasis has been placed upon 
literature work, and in addition to a magazine a 
number of books have been produced. The greatest 
task was the translation and publishing of the New 
Bible Commentary, the only conservative one-volume 
commentary in Japanese. The first edition has just 

(Continued on page 35, column 2) 
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Rosalind Rinker 


What is a Christian? 


part 3: How much a person needs to believe to 
become a Christian. 

Becoming a Christian, or being a 
Christian, is certainly a matter of belief. 

Belief in what? How much faith does a person 
need? How much Christian doctrine must he under- 
stand in order to assure himself that he’s actually 
a Christian? 

Confusion over these questions lies in the hearts 
of many sincere people. Some call themselves Chris- 
tian when deep in their hearts they know they’re 
afraid to examine such questions lest their insecur- 
ity be uncovered. Others feel assured that they did 
once believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, but because 
of continued failure they torment themselves that 
they’re not really Christians at all. And then there 
are those with longing hearts (Jesus calls this being 
hungry and thirsty) who feel that they could know 
for sure, if only they knew what to believe. 

The question for now is, How much Christian doc- 
trine is it necessary to know to become a Christian? 

Offhand, someone might answer, The more you 
know, the better. That isn’t always true. Many un- 
believers know all the doctrinal beliefs of Christian- 
ity, and yet they won’t call themselves Christian. 

When I was in high school, a tent evangelist in 
our little North Dakota town told us a story about 
a North American Indian chief who wanted to be- 
come a Christian. He thought he had to pray in 


HIS, APRIL, 1961 


English to be saved, and so he prayed all the Eng- 
lish he knew: “Dear God, A, B, C, D, E, F, G. Amen.” 
And God saved him. The requisite of being a Chris- 
tian seems to lie somewhere between the yielding 
heart-attitude of the one who is speaking to God, 
and the fact that he has faith in God. 

Someone will quickly say, “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus and you will be saved.” Believe what? Or 
shall we say, believe whom? Jesus Christ or God? 
Can a person be saved without calling on Jesus 
Christ? 

Shirley, an intelligent Jewish girl, whose Chris- 
tian friend had long loved and prayed for her, came 
to a crisis in her life and found herself praying. 
Devouring the New Testament for the first time, she 
found that everything spoke to her. Purpose in life, 
new attitudes, newness of heart, were all hers. In 
a few weeks’ time, she discovered that the God she 
actually believed in and worshiped was Jesus Christ. 
Her first belief was in God as she knew Him, and 
then she was led to God as He had revealed Him- 
self in the New Testament. “Every one who has 
heard and learned from the Father comes to me” 
(John 6:45). “All that the Father gives me will 
come to me; and him who comes to me I will not 
cast out” (John 6:37). 

Your honest search for truth will compel you to 
ask and seek and knock until the door is opened to 
you. And there is Someone on the other side of 
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the door. In fact, He Himself said, “I am the door; 
if any one enters by me, he will be saved, and will 
go in and out and find pasture” (John 10:9). 

“Believe on the Lord Jesus and you will be 
saved.” What shall we believe about Him? “Be- 
lieve that He died for your sins,” comes another 
answer. This is true. Yet some people hear this 
message, repeat it, and even say that they believe it, 
but nothing happens. They aren’t changed. Some 
may begin to conform, but nothing is really dif- 
ferent. 

Believing in a person means trusting his integ- 
rity, relying upon him. And this is what believing 
in the Lord Jesus is. We can distinguish between 
two aspects of belief: first of all, who He is; and 
then, what He has done. I had the order reversed 
for years. 

I'd been a Christian since high school, later a 
missionary in China, and then a staff member for 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship before the whole 
wonderful truth of the atonement finally began to 
break upon me. And it broke with real excitement. 
The ever-increasing light of what the cross meant, 
and what Christ did there, began to open and un- 
fold to me. 

I saw that the plan of salvation was Christ-cen- 
tered, not salvation-centered. I saw with astonish- 
ment that the gospel isn’t, “If you'll confess your 
sins, believe on the Lord Jesus, make restitution 
and be separate from the world, you'll be saved.” 
The gospel is, “Man, what are you waiting for? 
Jesus Christ has taken care of the sin question on 
the cross. It is finished.” This is the best news any- 
one could ever hear. This is the good news. 

I worked out a logical question-and-answer sheet 
with a diagram, and explained it to anyone who 
would listen to me for an hour. I kept adding more 
things, as more truth unfolded, and had Scripture 
verses ready to use when necessary. I felt that if 
people understood everything about the atonement, 
and why Christ had to die, they would have a good 
foundation of truth for their belief. 

But again that question arose. What is essential? 
How much does someone have to believe to be 
saved? Was all that explanation necessary? I was 
beginning to be open for the Spirit to teach me 
about the Person of Christ as well as the work of 
Christ. 

Rereading the third chapter of John, I noticed 
Jesus’ words about the new life and how it comes. 
He compared the working of God’s Spirit in a hu- 
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man heart to the capricious blowing of the wind, 

We can see the results of what the wind does, but 
no one knows where it comes from and where jt 
goes. So it is with the Holy Spirit. We can’t lead 
another person to Christ by stating how much or 
how little he has to believe. Only the Holy Spirit 
can gently and quietly open a man’s heart to receive 
the life of God. And who is to say by what means? 
Or at what time? God made the heart and knows 
that above all we need to know the security of being 
loved and of loving. And enly He knows how to 
open our heart. 

This is why God Himself had to come to earth in 
the Person of Jesus Christ. This is why the new life 
He gives to us has to do with what we believe about 
Christ. Not how much we believe, nor how much we 
understand about Him, but what we believe about 
Him. 

“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. 

“IT am Jesus,” came the answer, as the light 
flashed through Saul’s educated mind. From that 
moment Saul became Paul, the willing disciple of 
Jesus Christ, instead of the cruel, determined per- 
secutor of the early Christians. 

There is no given formula for what you are to 
believe. But belief is never stated in the New Testa- 
ment as having to do with “belief that your sins are 
forgiven.” If you look up all the passages with the 
word “faith” you will find that they have to do with 
belief in the Person of Jesus Christ. Who He is: 
this is first in importance. What He did: this is 
next—for what He did has no significance apart 
from who He is. 

“Give your heart to Jesus Christ,” comes the in- 
vitation. 

“Who is He that I might give myself to Him?” 
comes the response. 

Giving up your heart and self to God: this brings 
God Himself right into your heart to live there for- 
ever. Giving up only your sins to Him: this is an 
experience of forgiveness which brings the fresh air 
of heaven into your heart. 

Either of these steps will result in a sense of as- 
surance. But danger lies in taking only the second, 
centering on what happens to yourself. If your at- 
tention is on the first, you will be centering on Jesus 
Christ (God in the flesh). The result will be that 

you have given yourself to a Person, not to a doc- 
trine or experience. And of course, along with the 
Person of Christ, you also receive the forgiveness 
of your sins. 
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“My son, your sins are forgiven,” Jesus said to 
the paralyzed man in Mark 2, thus giving Himself 
in a personal relationship first of all, and then stat- 
ing the meaning of that relationship (which is for- 
giveness) . 

This brings us to the statement that belief isn’t 
primarily intellectual, for mere mental assent can 
be cold acknowledgment. Belief is primarily an act 
of the heart — warm, living, personal. Only when 
our emotions have been touched will our volitional 
powers reach out to grasp what our intellect is be- 
ginning to perceive. 

How much does a person need to believe in order 
to become a Christian? Are you checking up on 
yourself as you read, perhaps looking for some men- 
tion of the way or means by which you became a 
Christian? By whatever means you have found 
Christ, you can be sure it is satisfactory with Him. 
If you haven’t yet found Him, you can be certain 
of one thing: He is seeking you. And when you 
are “found of Him” you will know it. 

Ask yourself this question: “What do I believe 
about Jesus Christ?” 

“Who are you?” the religious people in Matthew’s 
Gospel were constantly asking Jesus. ““Who do you 
believe yourself to be?” Upon the identity and 
authority of this miracle-working Teacher hung all 
the authenticity of what He was doing and saying. 

You can look upon Him as the Savior who died 
for the sins of the world; but be sure you respond 
to Him as your Savior. He died for your sins. 

And be sure you look upon Him as “the image 
of the invisible God . . . for all things were created 
through him and for Him.” “For the secret is very 
near you, in your own heart, in your own mouth. 
It is the secret of faith . . . If you openly admit by 
your own mouth that Jesus Christ is the Lord, and 
if you believe in your own heart that God raised 
him from the dead, you will be saved. For, whoso- 
ever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved,” 

Believe that Jesus Christ is the Lord. Let your 
heart fall on its knees. Look into His face and call 
on His name: “Lord Jesus. You are my Lord.” 
Believe that He is the God who died and who is 
now alive. You may add other words of thanks- 
giving or contrition, but primarily let your kneeling 
heart worship Him as your Lord and your God, 
now and forever. END 
(Next month, Part Four in the series: “How ‘perfect’ should 
(or can) a Christian be?”) 
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STUDENTS IN CONFLICT 

(Continued from page 32) 
about sold out and the staff workers are hoping that 
through the sale of a second edition they will be able 
to develop their literature program further. 

The work in Japan isn’t easy, and most of the 
groups are very small. During my visit to four of 
the five spring conferences that were held early this 
year, I was impressed by the fact that Japanese stu- 
dents are getting in touch with non-Christians. We 
saw the Spirit of God working in lives to bring faith 
and hope to those who had been terribly depressed, 
some on the brink of suicide. One student at the 
beginning of the conference said that he could not 
believe in a God of love-—life was too full of suffer- 
ing—and he himself was very depressed. A few 
days later through the message of the resurrection 
he met with Christ and after a time alone on the 
mountain he came back to say that he had become 
a Christian. 

For many Japanese who become true Christians 
the path of discipleship is costly. It was at the Jap- 
anese New Year that the great test came for one 
girl. She was the leader of the Inter-Varsity group 
in a fine woman’s college and was about to gradu- 
ate. Suddenly she had to choose between her home 
with the love of her parents and faithfulness to her 
Savior. Her father called her one day and ordered 
her to offer gifts to the spirit of her grandmother. 
She told him that she would gladly obey in any other 
matter but that this concerned her faith. She could 
not deny Christ by worshiping the ancestral spirit. 
Her father’s immediate reaction was to order her to 
leave the house and not return as long as he lived. 
She waited for two days to see if he would change 
his mind but he remained adamant. It was wonder- 
ful to see her joyfully witnessing to non-Christians 
during the KGK conference in a government youth 
hostel where 65 students from different universities 
were confronted with the claims of the Living Christ. 

“The demands of Christ are too great,” said one 
Hong Kong university student when urged to give 
his life to the Savior. It was good that he realized 
that being a Christian involves complete obedience 
to the Lord, for only those who are prepared for 
sacrificial service will be able to stand in the spir- 
itual conflict that is raging in Asia today. Not only 
in Asia, but also in America, God is seeking men 
and women in the universities who will glory in the 
privilege of proclaiming by lip and by life that 
Jesus Christ is Lord. END 
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CAMPUS NEWS 

(Continued from outside back cover) 
Hudson House was filled to capacity at both the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas conferences for inter- 
nationals. Discussion of the gospel was extremely 
open and effective. Another conference is planned 
for Easter. 

OCEAN CITY CONFERENCE: A regional missionary 
conference was held Dec. 27-31 at Ocean City, 
N. J., for students from the Middle Atlantic Region. 
Some 83 people attended. Dr. Clyde Taylor, the 
Rev. Arthur Glasser and the Rev. Eric Fife were 
the main speakers. There was unusual openness 
and expectancy on the part of the students and a 
genuine desire to obey God’s call whatever it might 
be. Evidence of God’s presence in the conference 
was the impact made on the hotel staff: one eleva- 
tor operator was renewed in her faith; a waitress 
wanted to know why the students were so joyful 
and yet so serious about their religion; and the 
son of the manager professed to receive Christ as 
his Savior. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA: Last fall the Student 
Steering Committee for the Southern California 
area arranged five workshops on evangelism, one 
each in San Diego and Santa Barbara, and three 
in the metropolitan Los Angeles area. The program 
included talks on the purpose and philosophy of 
Inter-Varsity, elective classes on the scope of cam- 
pus evangelism, personal conversations and Scrip- 
ture passages to use in personal evangelism, and a 


HIS PLACEMENT 


Bookkeeper, pref. coll. grad., needed by Chr. 
organiz. with internat] ministry. Involves related 
typing and gen. office work. Write, giving back- 
ground, to His Placement, Box A-161. 


Cur. Camp (near nyc) for phys. handicapped 
and ment. retarded children needs counselors, esp. 
nurses; and rec., occup. or phys. therapy, soc. 
work majors. Part- or full-time. Small remunera- 
tion. Write His Placement, Box A-261. 


Teacners (Eng., Fr., math., P.E., music) needed 
by Chr. boarding sch. in Canada. Master's de- 
gree and/or exper. pref. Write, giving back- 
ground, to His Placement, Box A-361. 


Frencu TeAcHeR with M.A. needed by impt. Af- 
rican college (Anglican) anxious to build up Fr. 
‘Dept. Write HIS Placement, Box A-461. 


session on follow-up for everyone. Several students 
reported they had never before studied through a 
Bible passage thoroughly enough to use in evan. 
gelism. Others were encouraged as they saw the 
overall purpose of campus evangelism. 

U. OF NORTH CAROLINA: Forty-five foreign stu. 
dents from the Southeast went to New York for 
holiday conference at Hudson House. Ten came 
from the University of North Carolina, where the 
president of the Cosmopolitan Club is a keen Chris. 


_ tian- who came to faith in Christ at a similar con. 


ference several years ago. He was largely respon. 
sible for the large delegation from his university, 
Some of the internationals are seriously interested 
in becoming Christians. 

HAMLINE U. (Minn.): During the last two years 
God has been working on this campus to establish 
an IvcF chapter. Through much prayer and Bible 
study a group of Christian students believed it 
was God’s will to start a group witness. At the 
same time a Christian faculty member was led to 
become the group’s advisor. A constitution has been 
written and the chapter has been established. Stu- 
dents are anticipating greater freedom in campus 
evangelism. Non-Christians are interested in Bible 
study groups. 

OBERLIN COLLEGE (Ohio): The daily prayer meet- 
ing has had new meaning and importance this year, 
with about 15 expectantly praying together. Sev- 
eral Christian freshmen have been brought into the 
life of the group. Through the weekly meeting and 
through Bible study, questions of interested non- 
Christians are being discussed. In December a 
group attended an IVCF meeting in Cleveland on, 
“The Christian Answer to Agnosticism.” In Jan- 
uary Dr. Edward Young spoke on, “The Authority 
of Scripture.” 

U. OF CALIFORNIA (Berkeley) : God has answered 
specific prayer for the spiritual needs of the chap- 
ter. Evidence of the working of the Holy Spirit is 
seen in the revitalizing of prayer groups, rededi- 
cated lives, and some outreach in evangelistic efforts. 

BUFFALO: The Rev. E. L. Simmonds, principal 
of Toronto Bible College, spoke at the Buffalo State 
group’s week-end conference on, “The Christian 
as a Soldier.” The program also included a Bible 
study workshop, fireside singing, and winter sports 
. . . God has brought together a number of grad- 
uate nurses in Buffalo to pray regularly for stu- 
dents. Two graduates and two students have be- 
come Christians thus far this year. END 
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AS CHIEF JUSTICE of our family com- 
monwealth, I am at present deliberating a rather 
delicate case involving one of the junior members 
of our community. Pressure is being exerted by this 
individual (and by his mother) for the handing 
down of an immediate judgment on the matter. 

The elements in the case are rather complex and 
several families appear to be involved. The situa- 
tion is as follows. 

All the boys in the neighborhood are playing 
marbles. Marbles on the floor have introduced a 
new hazard to the dangers of life in a household 
continually filled with young fry. Our son Ted (for 
security reasons I'll use fictitious names) seems to 
have developed a fair proficiency but has been 
troubled by a fine point of ethics in connection with 
the game. 

It appears that his friends Tom, Dick and Jack 
play for keeps, whereas Bill and Jim do not. Un- 
avoidably the boys’ fathers have been dragged into 
the case. 

Bill’s father has been quoted to the effect that 
playing marbles for keeps is the first step to gam- 
bling. Jack’s father stated sheepishly that he sup- 
posed it wasn’t a good thing, but how were you 
going to explain it to a boy? Tom’s father pleads 
ignorance. Dick’s father, fortunately for himself, is 
out of the country at present. Jim’s father was re- 
ported to have mumbled something about Jim’s 


mother. Jim’s mother is quoted as stating that 
Christians don’t play for keeps. 

Particular urgency is lent to the problem by the 
fact that, as of the moment, if it is all right to play 
for keeps, then Ted owes Jack ten marbles, but Tom 
and Dick owe Ted seven and twelve marbles respec- 
tively. 

Further, Dick’s family is leaving in a few days 
and unless some decision is immediately handed 
down, Dick may very well get away without paying 
Ted the marbles he owes him. That is, if it’s all 
right to play for keeps. 

As you can see, it’s a complex case and Ted’s anx- 
iety is understandable. Presumably Bill and Jim 
are also interested in a final verdict on the subject. 

Is it all right to play for keeps? Is it true that 
Christians never play for keeps? 

A preliminary hearing held in our household gen- 
erated some heat and produced an interesting ex- 
change of opinions — but no new insights into the 
problem. The defendant’s questions (why was it 
wrong and why didn’t Christians play for keeps?) 
were apparently not answered to his satisfaction. 
Finally he was requested to read carefully the four- 
teenth chapter of Romans (it’s just as pertinent as 
any other, and besides it’s rather long) and the case 
was referred to the Chief Justice for a decision. 
There the matter rests. Uneasily. 

Reflection gives rise to several questions. 


PLAVING FOR REP 
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Isn’t life played for keeps? Does anything in 
human experience warrant the assumption that our 
marbles will be returned to us if we lose them in the 
game of life? If a man wastes his youth, will it be 
returned to him? If a girl loses her virtue, will she 
get it back? If America loses her marbles to Russia, 
will Russia give them back? Do the heads of state 
play for fun at the summit—or for keeps? 

And is it true that Christians don’t play for 
keeps? Is that why they talk about the eternal con- 
demnation of the lost, and stay at home looking at 
lustful humans getting away with adultery and mur- 
der on the Tv screen? Is that why they play at 
world evangelism and missions, while communism 
and false religions extend their conquest of the 
world? Is that why they insist so strongly on a doc- 
trine of easy forgivism, based on the complacent 
idea that just asking forgiveness will make every- 
thing come out all right—that God will give back 
their marbles? 

Strange how such questions pop up in one’s mind, 
and strange how difficult the ethical points involved. 
But in the meantime there’s an important case pend- 
ing, there’s an urgent decision to be handed down. 


And much more than 29 marbles and a little boy’s 


peace of mind are involved. 

Our Lord said, “Whosoever will save his life shall 
lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake 
shall find it.” 

Whatever the full meaning of that paradoxical 
statement, one thing is clear: winning or losing, life 


is played for keeps. END 


Reprinted from Latin AMERICA EVANGELIST by permission. 


EDITORIAL 
(Continued from inside back cover) 


pearance of evil thoughts made me very unhappy, 
but I found refuge in God. O may the Lord... 
make me to find in Himself the source and center 
of beauty, a sweet and satisfied delight . . . I pray 


that this may be my state: to glorify God where I 
am and where He puts me.” 

A missionary interest that is motivated by God’s 
glory will be enlarged by contemplation of God’s 
holiness. “You shall be holy, for I am holy”: this 
is applicable to all who are created in God’s image. 
We desire to see His holiness—His integrity, whole- 
ness, purity—reflected in men and women through- 
out the world. 

God’s glory is also related to His righteousness. 
Before Christ’s death many were saying, “Every- 
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one who does evil is good in the sight of the Lord, 
and he delights in them.” And they asked, “Where 
is the God of justice?” (Malachi 2:17). Today 
men tend to repeat these words when they see un. 
punished evil. The gospel, by centering upon the 
death of Christ, shows “God’s righteousness because 
in his divine forbearance he had [temporarily] 
passed over former sins.” God’s judgment on all 
evildoers has been placed on Christ and borne by 
Him. But if they do not repent and believe jn 
Christ, that judgment is, so to speak, placed back 
on their shoulders to be borne in everlasting hell, 
Because we know the fear of the Lord, we there. 
fore have a missionary interest in persuading men 
(note II Corinthians 5:11). 

A missionary interest that springs from God's 
glory also appreciates God’s love. “The love of Christ 
controls us, because we are convinced that one has 
died for all; therefore all have died” (II Corinthi. 
ans 5:14). God has shown His love in sending His 
Son to turn aside His wrath. This love constrains 
us—it keeps us moving in the right path even when 
those whom we wish to serve say they have no in. 
terest. A lonely missionary in an isolated pagan 
city can persist in loving those who ignore or hate 
him because God persists in loving those who ignore 
and hate Him. 

The man who finds his missionary interest ini- 
tiated by concern for God’s glory will also be alert 
to God’s pleasure. We please God when we are 
concerned with His worldwide interest in missions. 
Delight in God will move us to do what pleases Him. 

Appreciation of the glory of God seems there. 
fore the impelling force in obeying God. The Chris 
tian is a man or woman who has fallen before God 
in appreciation of His glory, and who then shows 
the genuineness of his response by embarking on 
a life of obedience. As his appreciation of God 
grows, his obedience to God grows; the latter can- 
not grow without the former. And as it grows, he 
begins to see the personal application of Christ's 
command to His church, to go into all the world 
and preach the gospel. 

In obedience to Him, each of us must find his 
place as a member of His commissioned church. lt 
may be in North America, North Africa or North 
India—serving as a typist or preacher or engineer. 
Where we go and what we do aren’t as central a 
our willingness to obey Him. And this proceeds 
from an appreciation of His glory. 

In missions, the glory of God comes first. END 
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WHEN | arrived at CBs — “engaged 
to be engaged” to a fine Christian boy and I was 
involved in the plans for our marriage. I should 
have been very happy, but I was miserable. I was 
beginning to wonder if I really was in love with this 
fellow. 

Worst of all, ugly thoughts and desires that I 
shouldn’t have had were taking possession-of me. I 


‘was involved in secret sin. My Christian life became 


afront, while inside I was tormented with the knowl- 
edge of how degenerate my thoughts and motives 
were. I hated myself. 

The first two days of month camp I was so tired 
of myself that I told God everything (of course He 
already knew) and I asked Him to forgive me. I 
gave what was left of myself to Christ and asked 
Him to take complete possession of my life. Then 
I believed He had answered my prayer. 

After that, something happened that has changed 
my life and made it purposeful, exciting and beau- 
tiful. I came to love the Lord Jesus Christ at css. 
It started through a relationship with another 
camper who told me that many people know about 
Christ and have committed their lives to Him, but 
they don’t know him personally. I could see that 
this camper loved Christ very much. He seemed to 
know that Divine Personality so well. He radiated 
joy as he shared with me his relationship with Jesus 
Christ. 

I longed for such an intimate acquaintance with 
Christ. My whole purpose for living became “to 
know Him” (Philippians 3:10). Instead of reading 
the Bible to find out how to become a better Chris- 
tian, I now began to read it to meet Christ. Instead 
of critically analyzing the speakers and their mes- 


| sages, | began to seek Christ in what they were say- 


ing. My prayer life and my quiet times became 
times of sharing my inmost self with the One I loved 
and enjoying the reality of His presence. The more 
I trusted Christ and gave myself to Him, just as in 
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any friendship, the more vital and exciting and deep 
our relationship became. 

Relationships with other campers, the friendship 
and counsel of the cps staff, the Christ-centered 
meetings, the group Bible studies (I found these 
very exciting), and the quiet, majestic beauty of 
this campus by the sea: all these helped me to real- 
ize my goal of knowing the Lord Jesus Christ. 

To me the most precious, priceless thing in life 
is knowing Jesus Christ. What about my marriage? 
Well, my marriage plans were cancelled. In fact, all 
my plans were cancelled. Christ has control now, 
and His plans are best.—Loretta Ramage 


IT was about two o'clock in the after- 
noon when I wandered down by the river that bor- 
dered the little town to which I’d been assigned. 
My job for the month of August, shared with five 
others, was to try to evangelize this small area in 
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. The training we re- 
ceived at nearby Missionary Camp was supposed to 
help us do the job. 

I was down by the river that first Saturday not 
because I wanted to see the scenery, but because I 
was beat—frustrated and defeated. At least that’s 
how I felt as I found a big rock to sit on to think 
things over. 

That day I had spoken to six or seven people 
about Christ. I had carefully planned what I would 
say after the first knock on the door and the stra- 
tegic “Hello, I’m Clark McKinley from Cedar Cam- 
pus and...” But it flopped. All the reactions were 
cold and I was ready to quit until an important 
principle of missionary service dawned on me as I 
sat on the rock. “He that overcomes,” “Hold the 
faith,” “Run with patience,” were exhortations in 
my subconscious. By the grace of God, I was learn- 
ing to endure. I had scribbled down in my little 
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notebook every conversation with the townspeople, 
and it didn’t take much observation to discover that 
I'd been rushing my approach too much. I needed 
more rapport before plunging in with “Are you in- 
terested in Christianity?” After an hour on the rock 
I struck out again, this time with more success. 

This experience was a small part of the impact 
that a month at Missionary Camp made on my train- 
ing as a soldier of Jesus Christ, though I’m still a 
“boy scout” in the faith. 

When I arrived at Cedar Campus my concept of 
missionary work was idealistic and emotional. It 
didn’t take long before the glamor slipped away— 
about one hour in a town I’d never heard of and 
cared even less about. So Missionary Camp repre- 
sents a period in my life when God took away the 
emotional props in order that I could learn to walk 
by faith, not by sight. 

I was impressed at the cost of evangelizing an 
American town, and the message of Jeremiah 12:5 
brought home the implications of foreign service. 
“If thou hast run with the footmen, and they have 
wearied thee, then how canst thou contend with 
horses? and though in a land of peace thou art se- 
cure, yet how wilt thou do in the jungles of Jor- 
dan?” I had been excited about the prospect of 
taking the gospel abroad; at Missionary Camp I 
considered the cost of tearing down cultural pride, 
risking security of life and health, and experiencing 
loneliness. 

Now after three months back on campus I see 
how God used the camp in another way. Over a 
span of some twenty lecture days, from four differ- 
ent speakers, I learned something about the “re- 
productive” principle of evangelism. 

The importance of this principle struck me dur- 
ing one night’s lecture. The speaker, standing with 
his back to the fireplace, addressing sixty students 
in semi-circle, asked: “If you had three years to 
evangelize the world, what would you do?” Good 
question, I thought, unaware of the fact that the 
Lord did the job by pouring Himself into twelve 
men who taught others to reach the then-known 
world. This principle of reproduction evangelism 
was clarified by other lectures which pointed out 
that Paul made it his job not to reach every man 
directly but to plant churches instead. These self- 
propagating, self-supporting, self-governing churches 
would reach out where he could not. 

I tucked this principle into the back of my mind 
and left Cedar Campus at month’s end, not knowing 
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just what to do with it. On my campus a month 
later I began to find out. 

The Lord had directed me to take responsibility 
as chapter president, and the evangelistic program 
was launched in characteristic fervor at the start of 
a school year. Because of my Missionary Camp ex. 
perience, I could see the futility of assuming all the 
chapter responsibilities myself, thus depriving others 
of valuable training and their function as members 
of the body of Christ. Responsibilities were dele. 
ad none, except to look to God for 
vision, spiritual leadership and wisdom in advising 
others in the chapter. The big aim was a stronger 
fellowship in the years to come, when I wouldn't be 
around. 

The reproductive principle had a further appli- 
cation on campus. In the past year I had seen two 
students come into the Kingdom, begin to grow, and 
then fall away. I saw other Christians who had also 
fallen away or who weren’t growing in their Chris. 
tian life. In the month after Cedar Campus, a fel. 
low came to Christ, seemed to thrive, and then the 
roof caved in. When I talked to him one day in 
his room, he was flunking chemistry and facing 
bitter opposition from his parents. He was also try. 
ing to pay off a friend for a car he’d wrecked. 

“T don’t know about this Christianity,” he said, 
“Sometimes I think that maybe it isn’t true at all 
and that I’m losing out for nothing.” Worst of all, 
he said, God didn’t seem to be around. 

My definition of evangelism had changed at Mis- 
sionary Camp. Now it meant something like “being 
able to stand.” So Jim and I got together to read 
the Bible, pray and eat dorm chow for the next two 
weeks. He began to pull through and I saw con- 
firmed why it’s important for a missionary to teach, 
train and build his converts in the faith. They must 
be able to stand on their own two feet without him. 
When Jim comes to that place, he’ll be able to reach 
men whom I never thought of reaching for Christ. 
He will “reproduce.” 

God also used Missionary Camp to stimulate my 
thinking in new ways. Something was said about 
nationalism, communism, world government, and 
their influence on world evangelization. I was in- 
troduced to the problems of cultural relativity vs. 
Christian absolutes, what the gospel is, and the re- 
lationship of organization and the Holy Spirit. 
Sometimes I wish I could stop thinking and be dog- 
matic again, but at least I’m more dogmatic about 
the Person and work of Christ . .. —Clark McKinley 
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first—God’s Glory 


THE COMMON arguments urging students 
toward the mission field don’t always reflect the 
Bible’s primary motives. Biblical missionary mo- 
tives start with God, not man, and they will stand 
the test of prolonged missionary service. 

To Paul, for instance, the glory of God is first. 
God in His glory is worthy to be praised every- 
where, by every tribe, tongue, people and nation. 
The word glory sums up the excellence of all God’s 
attributes—His holiness, justice, power, love. Chris- 
tians are called to live to the “praise of God’s 
glory,” and the centrality of this phrase in such a 
summary passage as Ephesians 1 shows that this 
must be fundamental among our motives. Since 
“we... have been destined and appointed to live 
for the praise of his glory” (Ephesians 1:12), we 
should long to see His glory praised throughout His 
creation. Absence of this praise from any portion 
of the earth should disturb us deeply. And it should 
impel us to consider our part in missions. 

The glory of God is the primary motive in most 
substantial missionary biographies. Though not 
always stated in just these terms, it shows up in 
the missionary’s preoccupation with God. David 
Brainerd, a missionary to the American Indians 
in the eighteenth century, said of one evening of 
prayer: “I enjoyed precious discoveries of God and 
was unspeakably refreshed with that passage, He- 
brews 12:22-24. My soul longed to wing away for 
the paradise of God; I longed to be conformed to 
God in all things.” And Henry Martyn, a mission- 
ary to India, said of temptation: “The sudden ap- 
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@ PENNSYLVANIA STATE U.: Chapter members 
are praising God for 20 conversions during the 
first semester. There are 13 Bible study groups 
meeting in dormitories. Seventeen students have 
been meeting daily to pray. This evidence of God’s 
blessing has come in answer to prayer, as the 
chapter was concerned last year about few conver- 
sions, few Bible studies, little prayer, and a lack 
of unity in the group. 


@ PRIOR MISSIONS: After his evangelistic lecture 
series at Harvard, the Rev. Kenneth Prior of London 
conducted similar series at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, the University of Rochester and Brown 
University. He also spoke at Wellesley College. 


e ucta: The chapter planned a series of five 
meetings during the current semester on the IVCF 
Basis of Faith. Dr. Wilbur M. Smith of Fuller Sem- 
inary has been invited to give a three-day lecture 
series on the uniqueness of Jesus Christ and His 
resurrection. 


e@ U. OF MINNESOTA: Friday evening ‘“‘firesides’’ are 
being held in Christian homes. Small groups of eight 
to ten, including non-Christians and foreign students, 
meet for an informal time together. The firesides pro- 
vide a good place to bring non-Christian friends, help 
introduce foreign students to Christian homes, help 
Christians in the community have a part in campus 
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evangelism, and provide an opportunity for Christian _ 
social activity. j 


. OF VIRGINIA: The Virginia Christian Feb 
lowship 1vcF chapter is nine years old. For most: 
of those years there have been several conversions 
each year through the evangelistic efforts of the’ 
students. Last spring and summer, plans were made 


« U 


for a campus-wide lecture series to be held this 


spring. However, the series had to be cancelled 
because of a conflicting university function. Not 
discouraged, the chapter placed an increased em 
phasis on Bible studies in the dormitories and 
scheduled several evangelistic discussions, including 
one led by C. Stacey Woods, general secretary of 
the International Fellowship of Evangelical Stu 
dents. Students are looking to God for conversiong 
among their friends. 


e@ INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS: Last fall at Col 
University Inter-Varsity was asked to provide 
hospitality for all 300 new foreign students. God ef 
abled IVCF to arrange a Christian family for each 
These families are seeking to develop friendships & 
depth by continuing to invite the same student 
again and again until he becomes one of the 
One student has turned to Christ through this pre 
A coffee hour discussion group for internationals 
been started on Long Island. Others are being planne 
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